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THE PENTATEUCHAL QUESTION.* II. GEN. 12:6-37: l.t 

By Professor William E. Harpei:, d h. D., 

Yale University. 



IX. The Analysis of Gen. 12:6-17:2741 
[The subjects treated in this section are, — (1) Abram in Canaan; (2) his 
sojourn in Egypt; (3) separation from Lot; (4) war with Chedorlaomer and 
meeting with Melchizedek; (5) his vision and the prediction of the Egyptian 
bondage ; (6) birth of Ishmael ; (7) the solemn covenant accompanied by circum- 
cision.] 

A. The Element of P. 

1. VERSES ASSIGNED TO P. 

13 : 6 (K. and S., 6b = J), llb-12a; 16§:1 (K. and S., lb = J), 3, 15sq. (Kitt., 
16:1a = J ; Well., Del., 16:1 = J); 17:1-27 [HIIT , in v. 1, for Q\*f?N = »]• 

2. SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS. 

"Abram and Lot settle together in Canaan ; but the land is too small for 
their possessions. Hence they separate; Abram remaining in Canaan, Lot 
dwelling in the ' cities of the plain.' " [Here belongs 19:29, in which P mentions, 
in passing, that, at the destruction of these cities, God saved Lot for Abraham's 
sake.] " Ten years later, Sarai, being childless, gives Hagar, her Egyptian slave, 
to Abram for a wife. A year afterwards, a son is born, whom Abram names 
Ishmael. Thirteen years later, God makes a covenant with Abram, promising 
that he shall become the ' father of a multitude of nations,' on account of which 
he is named Abraham. (Sarai also is changed to Saraft,.) The promise is to be 
fulfilled through Isaac. Ishmael also is to be great, begetting twelve princes, 
and becoming a great nation. This covenant is to find expression, on Abraham's 
part, in the rite of circumcision, which is to be perpetuated among his seed 
forever. Accordingly, Abraham circumcises himself, Ishmael, and all the male 
servants of his household." 



* The Alleged Facts and Considerations of the Pentateuchal Analysis Pre- 
sented and Criticized by Professors Harper (of Yale) and Qreen (of Princeton). 

+ The answer to certain criticisms made and certain positions taken by Professor Green in 
the April number, will be reserved until all the historical matter has been considered. 

t This article will be continued in the October Hebraica. Professor Green's reply will 
appear in the January (1890) Hebraica. 

II In the work of collecting and classifying the facts of the analysis, I desire to acknowledge 
my very great indebtedness to the assistance rendered me by Mr. Samuel Weyler, New Haven, 
Conn. 

§ Before 16 belongs 19:29, misplaced by B; see the following Synopsis. 
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3. LANGUAGE OF P. 

1) Old Words.* (3) 1D3H "1J? , Lot's abode (13:12): cf. 19:29, 

(1) t?13"l (12:5;13:6). which really belongs to this section. 

(2) -jSnnn 6epiOM8(lI:l): cf. 5:23; 6:9. <« ^ "?« <":!)= of. 28:3; 35:11:48:3; Ex. 

(3) D'DD (17:1). 6:3 + 

(4) n31 (ij : 2,20). <5) n irif?. (17:8): cf. Lev. 25:10,13,24,27,28,32, 
(6) IKDnNO (17:2,6,20). 33,34 41, etc. 

(6) D-nSx (17:3,7,8,9,15,18,19,22,23; 19:29). < 6) ™ (and ™) (17: 10, 11, 12, 13 twice, 14, 23, 

, m _,_ ,,„ ,,, j, 24,26,27): cf. 21:4; 34:15,17,22twice,24; Ex.12: 

W) run jk (i* • *)• 

,„, _-,_ ,,„ »„„, 44,48; Lev. 12:3. Nowhere in prophetic por- 

ts) n is ti*.o,6u>. 

(9) nna D'pn (17:7,19,21): note alwiVtt MU ti0D8 in SenSe ° f «**™"'Mo"» except Jos. 5:2, 

' 3, 8 = E. But even there it is related as a cms- 

(10) tnj , for DV or PfV (17:5,0,20). tom > not a8 a taw ; See als ° Ex " 4:25 ' 

(11) «1PK *jn? (17:7 twtoe, 8,9,10,19). < 7) ^....D'^Dl (17:6): cf. 85:11. 

(12) nm (17-7,9,12). (8) n ' a T * (l' = 12.13,23,27): cf. Lev. 22:11. 
(IS) DSlU Jina (17:7,13,19). < 9) I" ™P n (":12, 13,23, 27): cf. Ex. 12:44. 

(14) 131 (17:11,12,14,23). . (10 > ™ I 3 (17:12 > 2T > : cf ' Ex ' 12:43 = Lev " 22: 

(15) DVlJ selfsame (17:23,26). 25- 

(16) iV (HIpl.ll) (17:20). (11 > ™ "««" ™^ < 17:M > : of ' Ex " 12:15 ' 

19; 31:14; Lev. 7:20,21,25,27; 18:29; 23:29, etc. 

2) NEW WORDS. (12) ^ (17:M): rf ^ 12;48 _ 

(1) VS1 sI«to(12:5): cf. Lev. 22:11; Num. 31: (13) tpfr^ lm ( i 7 :ii,H,23,24,25) : cf . Lev. 
35,40. 12:3. 

(2) jyjD pK as Abraham's abode (12: 5 twice; (U) -, an , nn3 ( i J:M): cf . Lev . 26:44 . 
13:12;16:3; 17:8): of. also 11:31. 

4. STYLE OP P. 

It is — 1) Systematic. (1) Just as (a) the story of creation led up to the 
announcement of the Sabbath, and (b) the story of the deluge culminated in a 
covenant with Noah and the law of bloodshed, so (c) this section brings us to the 
covenant with Abraham, and the institution of circumcision. [The entire story, 
including " Sodom's destruction," is told in seven and a half verses, while nearly 
the whole of en. 17 (at least 20 verses) is given to the covenant and circumcision.] 
(2) This covenant is the third of a series; and F's systematic arrangement 
becomes further apparent, in that (a) the Sabbath is simply made holy ; bloodshed 
is forbidden, and the rainbow appears only as a sign of the covenant (J"|")N J")f$J 
n'""On)> while circumcision is more strongly emphasized, being per se the cove- 
nant (TTO fiNf, U:10, and D3""lt2>33 WO rWWTI. 17=13); still further, 
in that (b) the Sabbath, as an institution, is dismissed with but half a verse, 2:3a ; 
bloodshed (omitting 9:4, the blood of animals, and the account of the rainbow, 
closely connected with the covenant) takes two verses, 9:5,6; but circumcision 
(purely the law) occupies five verses, 17: 10-14. (3) The dates are consistent and 
consecutive, 12:4b; 16:3,16; 17:1,17,24,25. 



* That is, words which have already been cited in connection with chs. 1 - 12 : 5 ; see 
Hebraica, Oct., '88, p. 64; also pp. 32-3, 32-3, 43-4, and 53-3. 

t In all these cases, God reveals himself by this name, or the patriarchs speak of such a 
revelation. The presentations are consistent with, or conform to, Ex. 6 : 3. 
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2) Chronological and statistical, as seen in (1) his mentioning the exact age of 
Abram with every event, 12:4b; 16:16; 17:1,24; (2) giving the age of others 
besides Abram; (a) Sarai's, 17:17, (b) Ishmael's, 17:25; (3) naming the date in 
16: 3. [Note that all these dates are consistent and consecutive.] 

3) Generic. (1) Abram arrives in the " land of Canaan " [cf . J = DlpD IV 
")S) DD£^] 12:5; (2) Abram and Lot have " great possessions " [cf. J: "Abram 
was laden with cattle, silver and gold;" "and also Lot.... had sheep, oxen and 
tents"] 13:6 ; (3) Abram dwells in the " land of Canaan," a very indefinite desig- 
nation [cf. J = JO0D tfMfl, 13:12. 

4) Bigid and stereotyped, as seen (1) in the expressions (a) D'il^K 1 ? fiVlT) 
17:7,8 ; (b) Cftty fTO 1 ? , 17 : 7, 13, 19 ; (c) -pIlN "pTIt , 1? : 7,8,9,10 ; (d) ^ 
TJ^l, 17:2,7,10,11; (e) ntil DVil D¥JD , 17:23,26. (2) In the utter absence 
of description or rhetorical figure ; thus, the promise of multitudes is invariably 
expressed by 0»*)Jl , 17:4,5,6,16, [cf. JE: "as the dust of the earth; " "the stars 
of heaven ; " " the sand on the seashore "J. 

5) Verbose and repetitious, as seen in (1) 12:5b, f^J3 !7inX repeated; (2) last 
clause in 13: 6, which adds nothing ; (3) 16: 3, which might have been condensed, 
without any loss, into seven words, D'ON'? fl/IK filJll "UJl ilN H£2> Plpni , 
or one-third of its present length; (4) 16:15, where "lj|fj HI 1 ?* ~)t^X is superflu- 
ous; (5) ch. 17, every thought of which is found in vs. l,2,3a,4b,6b,5a(including 
DrrONh 8a (omitting "pJD ptf JTK), 10, 12 (omitting D^iYm 1 ? "Of ^ 
and also Kin "JjntO *6 1^K),14a,15,16 (omitting nTO-Ql), "-20,22,26,27 ; 
or, in other words, out of twenty-seven verses only about fifteen are really neces- 
sary, even for all the legal minutiae. As a matter of fact, it could be so written as 
to require less than half the space P gives to it. 

Note.— The " material " and " theology " of P can be more easily presented in 
connection with that of J, and will therefore be taken up later. See pp. 248-250. 

B. The Element of J (more strictly, JE).* 
1. VERSES ASSIGNED. 

12:6-9 (Well., Kuen., 12:9 = RJ), 10-20 [their basis = Jt (Well., Kuen., = 
J2)]; 13:2,5,7-lla,12 [only the last clause], 13-18 [3sq. and jfttf DV?1 in v. 1 = 
R (Well., Kuen., l,3sq. = RJ ; 14-17 = R d ; K. and S., 1-5 (except )Q]? tDV?l 
in l),6b-lla,12 (last clause only) = J, also 13-18)] ; 15:4,9-18* [all worked over by 
R, while 12-16 = R wholly; also 7sq. = R; 19-21 = R d (?) ; in 1-3 traces of J 
are found. (So K. and S., Well., 7sq., 12-16 = R; 19-21 =R d ; Kuen., 15 = J 
mingled with an unknown account by R who also changed and augmented it ; 
5sq. = R 4 ; 13-16 and 19-21 = W + R(?). Bud., l,2a,3b,4,6-ll,17,18 = J ; 12-16, 



* In this section, J is prophetic, as over against P, which is priestly ; the E element is as yet 
too indistinct and uncertain to demand separate treatment. 

1 12:10-20 belongs to J (after 13:18), worked over by K. [See Dillmann, Die Genesis, 5th ed., 
p. 223]. 
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19-21 = R. Del., 15 = J, except 2 and 16 = E ; 8-21 = J on a basis of E. Kitt., 
1,6 = JE; 3sq. = J 1 ; 7-18 = J 3 , except parts of 9-12 and perhaps 18 = E ; 
14 = P(?))] ; 16:2,4-14 (Well., 1,2,4-8,11-14 = J ; 8-10 = R"[JE]. Bud., 1 = P 3 . 
Kuen., Kitt., 9sq. = R^JE]. Del. gives also v. 1 to J; K. and S. lb,2,4-7,ll- 
14 = J). 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

" Having reached Shechem, Abram builds an altar to Tahweh who appears 
to him there. He then moves to the mountains, and builds another altar. Now 
a quarrel arises between the herdmen of Abram and Lot (who accompanied him, 
as recorded in 12:4a), and so Abram proposes a friendly separation. Accordingly, 
Lot chooses the 'fertile plain of the Jordan,' becoming a neighbor of the wicked 
Sodomites; while Abram settles among 'Mamre's oaks.' But a famine compels 
Abram to go to Egypt. Here Sarai's extraordinary beauty becomes a source of 
anxiety to Abram, lest the Egyptians kill him. They represent themselves as 
brother and sister; and Sarai is taken to Pharaoh's harem. But Yahweh sends 
plagues upon the king and his household. Pharaoh thus discovers that she is 
married, and so he restores her to Abram, and sends them away in peace. After 
that, Tahweh appears to Abram in a vision, repeats the promise (often made 
before), that Abram's descendants are to be as 'innumerable as the stars.' A 
covenant is made by passing through the pieces of bisected victims. But Sarai, 
still childless, recommends Hagar, her handmaid, to Abram, in the hope that 
children may thus be raised up. Hagar, at the prospect of raising up an heir — 
sole heir, in fact— to Abram, naturally becomes elated, and begins to treat her 
mistress slightingly. Sarai punishes her so severely that she runs away. But an 
angel orders her back, at the same time promising her a son, whom she is to call 
Ishmael." 

3. THE LANGUAGE OF J. 

1) Old Words. 3 > Nev Wobds. 

(1) mrv (12:7 twice,8 twice, 17; lS:4,10twice, (1) DtTO ?W (»:(&: cf. 26:22. 

(2) Tlpi! intrans. approach (12:11): cf. Ex. 



13,14,18; 15:1,2,4,6,18; 16:2,5,7,9,10,11 twice, 13). 

(2) mtD (12:7,8; 18:4,18). 

(3) DIDO (12:8 twice; 13:11). 



14:10; in P the HIph'il of 3"lp alwftys has a 
direct object, which is caused to draw near, 



,,, L ', ,,„ ,„„. ,,„ ,„ ».,, and usually refers to sacrifice. 

(4) 771K (12:8; 13:3,5, (12,18 as a verb)). ,, 

(3) :OJ3 (12:13): cf. 30:27; 39:5. 



(5) XI (12:11,13; 13:8,9,14; 16:2 twice). 

(6) 113^3 (12:13,16). 

(7) njpD (13:2,7 twice). 

(8) '3JX (15:1,2,14(=RJ?); 16:5,8). 

(9) ;n (15:14). 



(4) ....S.J? HIS (12:20): only here and in 2 
Sam. 14:8. 

(5) nbnrO (13:3): cf. 41:21; 43:18,20. See 
alsoruWK-O (13:4). 



(j^'l^L, '' v (16;2) _ (6) &nDD 'hit , Abram's abode, (13:18): cf. 

' ' 18-1 

(id inni (ie:4). 1 '- 1 - 

(12) p.L,y (16:14). (7) D 'V XB,J (13:10,14): cf. 18:2; 22:4,13; 24: 

(13) IV "U mj (15-18) 64; 31:10 ' 12 ! 33:1,5; 37:25; 43:29; Ex. 14:10. 
(U) L,L,-, ( i 6:45)- ' ' (8) DXnpS (15:10): cf. 18:2; 19:1; 24:65; 32:7, 

' '■ ' ' ' etc. 
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(9) ,l 71« (16:2): cf. 18:24,28,29,30sqq. (4) SlU (15:9). 

(10) Wm (15:5): of. 19:17,26, etc. (5) "1,13 (15:10). 

3) Poetic* Words. < 6 > &V (15:11). 

(1) |'D' and bxn®, as verbs, (13:9). iV nD ^ and Tfll » and Dnn (15:17K 

(2) 'Til? and ptVD (15:3): notethepun pB>D (8) X1 ? < 16:12 )- 
andpTOT. ' ' (9)^(10:13). 

(3) nplX (15:6). 

4. J'S STYLE. 

1) It is free and flowing. (1) No particular system; while the covenant 
between Yahweh and Abram is recorded, it is neither the climax, nor the all- 
important fact of the narrative. It is connected with no institution; and the 
promise made then, is only one of many repeatedly made by Yahweh, in his 
familiar intercourse with the patriarchs. (2) On the other hand, though his 
stories are quite independent, the transition from one to another is smooth and 
easy. 

2) It abounds in story and tradition. (1) Cause of separation between Abram 
and Lot (13:7sq.) ; (2) episode of Sarai in Egypt (12:10-20) ; (3) trouble between 
Sarai and Hagar (16:4-6) ; (4) Hagar's meeting with the angel (16:7-12). 

3) It is vivid, poetic and dramatic, in (1) the abundance of brief conversations, 
as (a) between Abram and Sarai (12:llb-13) ; (b) Pharaoh and Abram (12:18,19) ; 
(c) Abram and Lot (13:8,9) ; (d) Sarai and Abram in giving Hagar [in this case 
the contrast is very marked between P and J. The former tells the fact, "And 
Sarai took Hagar," etc. ; the latter brings out the fact through a family conference 
between husband and wife (cf. 16: 2 with 16:3) ; the difference being the same as 
between an annalist and a novelist] ; (e) Sarai's report of Hagar's misbehavior, 
and Abram's reply (16:5,6) ; (2) the fact that these conversations are marked as 
much by artistic skill as by deep insight into human nature ; e. g., (a) the way in 
which Abram approaches a disagreeable subject: "Behold, I know that thou art 
a fair woman," etc. (12:11) ; (b) the way in which he dismisses Lot : " Let there 
be no strife between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; for 
we are brethren. Is not the whole land before thee ? Separate thyself, I pray thee, 
from me," etc. (13:8,9); (c) the pathos of Sarai's words : "Behold now, Yahweh 
hath restrained me from bearing ; go in, I pray thee, to my handmaid ; it may be 
that I shall be builded by her ; " (d) the natural pride of Hagar at the prospect of 
becoming the mother of Abram's heir ; (e) the prompt and emphatic charge made 
by Sarai to her husband ; (3) the beautiful touches of description : (a) the way in 
which an Asiatic monarch treats a fair woman (12 : 15), — she is noticed, praised, 
taken; (b) the description of the fertility of the "plain of Jordan," "like the 
garden of Yahweh, like the land of Egypt " (13:10) ; (c) the description of the 



* These are in so far characteristic of JE, that they cannot go with P, any more than a law- 
yer's digest should use Miltonic expressions. 
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future " child of the desert," " he shall be a wild-ass of a man ! " (16:12) ; (d) we 
almost see the slaughtered animals when we read, " and the birds of prey came 
down on the carcasses, and Abram drove them away" (15:11). 

4) It is anthropomorphic. (1) Yahweh appears often and familiarly (12:7 ; 
13:14; 15:1-4 and 17) ; (2) Pharaoh's plagues come directly from Yahweh (12:17) ; 

(3) Yahweh's angel (it would scarcely be proper, from a human point of view, that 
Yahweh himself should appear to a slave) holds a long conversation with Hagar 
even ; (4) in Hagar's mind at least, there seems to be no distinction between an 
angel and Yahweh himself (see 16: 13, J7W DC KIpJT)) '■> ( 5 ) the covenant is 
made by Yahweh's passing between the victims (in the same way as men made a 
treaty ; cf. 21: 27-30) ; (6) Yahweh is seen in the form of a burning flame (15:17) ; 
cf. Ex. 3:2, "the burning bush." 

5) It abounds in historical and geographical references. (1) " The Canaanite 
was then in the land " (12:6) ; (2) " having Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east" (12:8); (3) "the Canaanite and Perizzite dwelt then in the land" (13:7); 

(4) " the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners " (13:13) ; (5) " as thou goest to 
Zoar" (13:10); (6) " by the fountain in the way to Shur" (16:7); (7) "it is between 
Kadesh and Bered" (16:14); (8) the origin of the name »K*1 ''fi? (16:14). 

6) It is individual rather than generic. (1) Abram arrives not in Canaan, but 
at the particular " place of Shechem ;" (2) the location of his tents are exactly 
described ; (3) Lot pitches his tent toward Sodom ; (4) Abram's address is 
"Mamre's oaks;" (5) the covenant is made, not simply •' on that very day," but 
"when the sun went down, and it was dark" (15:17); (6) the promised land 
is bounded by the river of Egypt and Euphrates (15:18); (7) the angel finds 
Hagar at a, particular fountain (16:7).* 

5. MATERIAL QF P AND JE.+ 

This may be considered under three heads : 

1) Repetition, or duplicate accounts. (1) Both P and J tell of Abram's arrival 
in Canaan (P = 12:5b; J = 12:6) ; (2) both mention Lot as going with Abram 
(J = 12:4a ; P = 12:5a) ; (3) according to both they subsequently separate (J = 
13:11a; P = 13:11b); (4) according to both, God appears to Abram, after the 
separation, and makes a covenant with him (J = 15:l,9-ll,17sq.; P = 17:1-4,10) ; 

(5) both relate Hagar's union with Abram, and Ishmael's birth (P = 16:1,3,15; 
J = 16:11,2,4,11) ; (6) both record God's promise to Abram for multitudinous pos- 
terity, and through Isaac (J = 12:2 ; 15:4sq.;§ P = 17:2b,6,19). 



* AH these, from another point of view, indicate vividness of description. 

+ Por the sake of convenience and brevity, the "material" and the "theology" of both P 
and J (or JE) are presented together. 

t Incorporated by H with P. 

8 While there is some doubt whether these verses are J or E, for the purpose in hand it does 
not matter, since we are comparing the priestly vs. the prophetic. 
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2) Differences in presentation of material. (1) The language and style, both of 
which have been considered in detail elsewhere ; (2) P does not know of any fam- 
ily quarrels; e. g., Abram and Lot separate for lack of room simply [cf. 36:7, 
where, according to the same writer, Jacob and Esau also separate merely for lack 
of land] : and Sarai has no difficulty whatever with Hagar; but J, on the other 
hand, is evidently interested in the " domestic differences " of the patriarchs ; (3) 
P says nothing about Sarai's connection with a foreign court, while the pro- 
phetic writers give two such accounts, possibly three (12:10-20 ; 20 ; and also 
26:6-12, where Rebekah is, perhaps, only substituted for Sarai, or, if this is the 
original, Sarai is but a different and expanded version of Rebekah, see Well., 
p. 320 and note) ; (4) P locates Abram in Wft p|N ; J, in H"\J2t2 'J^K ; ( 5 ) Lot 
settles, according to P, in *13D?7 HJ? » but according to J, in J"0*n "DO > 
(6) P, consistently, makes Abram, the father, name Ishmael (16:15) ; J, as usual, 
leaves it with the mother (16:11) ; (7) P makes much of circumcision , J omits it 
entirely. 

3) Inconsistencies. Not only do there seem to be two accounts, and these to be 
differently presented ; but they are inconsistent, one with the other. The story of 
Abram 's visit to Egypt (12:10-20), besides other considerations, — such as (1) the 
fact that it is a story ; (2) its diction ; (3) its fluent style (all of which bear the 
imprint of J), — is (4) inconsistent with P's dates; this will appear from the fol- 
lowing considerations: ch. 12:4b makes Abram 75 years of age when leaving 
Haran (or, which is the same, on entering Canaan), and 17:17 tells us that Sarai 
was ten years younger than Abram ; the journey to Egypt took place after their 
settling in Canaan (probably after Lot had left them, since he is lost sight of in 
the Egyptian story*), that is, when Sarai was over 65 years old ; that a woman at 
such an age, however attractive, could so charm the Egyptian court as to endan- 
ger her husband's life, is inconceivable. Sarai died at the age of 127. She would 
therefore be past middle life ; but it must be remembered that longevity does not 
distribute itself equally to all periods of life ; it is rather an addition at the end. 
It is further to be noted that at the age of 90 she is described (18:11,12) as 
exceedingly old ; and the giving birth to a son at this age is understood to be 
miraculous. 

6. THEOLOGY OF P AND J. 

1) (1) According to P's representation, God is exalted far beyond man's reach, 
as seen in the fact that (a) God appears only on most important occasions, when 
he is about to make a covenant ; (b) even then he emphasizes his almightiness, 
HtP "7K MN ; (c) when he appears "Abram falls on his face " (17: 3,16) ; (d) the 
covenant consists only in words, a promise and a command : God is present, but 



* The lost clause in 13:1 is probably to be assigned to R. If it were original, Lot would most 
naturally come after mtPKl . 
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not visible. (2) J, on the other hand, represents Yahweh as familiar with and 
near to man; e. g., (a) he appears, in person or through an angel, quite fre- 
quently; (b) he punishes Pharaoh, "for Sarai's sake" (12:17), personally; (c) he 
sends his angel to restore Hagar to her mistress; (d) to ratify the covenant, 
Yahweh " passes through the victims " as a " smoking furnace and flame of fire " 
(15:17). 

2) (1) P, persistently and consistently, mentions neither altar nor offering, 
even at the making of a covenant, while (2) J tells of many altars built (12:7,8; 
13:18), and specifies the victims slaughtered for the covenant. 

3) (1) The great central thought in P's story, to which all the rest is subor- 
dinate and introductory, is the institution of circumcision, God's covenant being 
imprinted on the very flesh of his chosen one and his seed. (2) Prom J we would 
never know of circumcision as an institution ; and so far as this particular writer* 
is concerned, even its existence as a custom would seem to date from Moses' day ; 
ef . Ex. 4: 25. See Well., p. 340 and note. 

C. Chapter 14 (= E ?). 

1. VEBSES ASSIGNED TO E.+ 

14:1-16,21-24 [all worked over by R, who also added vs. 17-20 (Well., Kuen., 
14 = E entirely; Del., = J*; Kitt., all except glossesj = E ; 17-20, however, are 
Bona basis of E; K. and S. regard 14 as of entirely peculiar origin)]; 15:1-6 
contain some traces of E (K. and S., only v. 5 = E). 

2. THE STORY OP CH. 14. 

" Pive kings of the ' valley of Siddim,' who for twelve years had been subject 
to Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, rebel in the thirteenth year. The Elamite, 
accompanied by three other kings, marches against the rebels, among whom are 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah. The latter are utterly routed and their pos- 
sessions carried off as booty by the victorious party. They carry off also Lot and 
his goods. A fugitive brings the news to 'Abram, the Hebrew,' who immediately 
arms 318 of his trained men, and with the aid of three allied chieftains, pursues 
the conquerors, and rescues, not only his relative, but also the people of Sodom 
and their property. On his return, Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the 
' most high God', brings forth bread and wine, and blesses the Hebrew hero, who 
reverently gives him a tithe of everything. The offer of the king of Sodom that 
Abram should retain the restored goods and return only the people, is magnani- 
mously and proudly rejected by the patriarch, who accepts only a portion for the 
men who were his confederates." 



* J, as distinct from E ; the latter has some reference to circumcision in Jos. 5 : 2, etc. 

t No critic claims 14, as it stands and entirely, for B. B's hand is universally recognized. 
The question is, Where did K get his basts, and how much did he add? 

* Such as in verses 2, 7, 8. 
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3. language of 14.* 

1) "A7raf "ktydueva. 3) The following Words are claimed to 

be Characteristic (?) oe E: 

(1) Expressions found nowhere else: as (a) 

-,„- L„, ,., , ,„ ,o> ,v» -,,.,- , •„. (1) D'lETI pD;M?) (= P's IDD!"! 'V , and J's 

irH3 _ 7y3 confederate (14:13), (b) pnn (with I ' ' 

men) (14:14), (c) V)T\ (14:14), (d) Wt? HJp P Tn "^J (14:3,8,10). 
pW(= God) (14:19). ' W1TOa4:4). ^ 

(2) Expressions occurring in no other pas- ( " '~p ' '" 

sage of the Pentateuch ; as (a) trSj? ^K (14 :18), <4) '"U" 3 {li ; 2i> : of • 41 : 16 - 
(b) PTH of no deliver over (14 :20) ; (c) WWjm (5) Al8 ° the DameS ° f nD " 1N and D " 3V (in 

(14 • 23) (d) Irilty (14 ' 23) connection with DID and mDJ?) are said to be 

E. [In 10:19 these names are said to be iu- 
2) Words OF P. serted by R.] 

(1) BD1 (14:ll,12,16twice,21). *) Words of J. 

(2) tffSJ slave, or prisoner of war (14: 21). (1) 1DD (14:10): cf.ll:3. 

(3) rvo tV (14:14). (2) S1DD 'J^K (= Abram's abode) (14:13). 

(4) "Wtpa (14:20), also in D. (3) niiT (14:22). 

4. STYLE. 

1) On the whole it is prophetic ; from the fact that (1) it is easy and flowing ;f 
(2) it is vivid and descriptive ; t (3) it abounds in historic and geographic refer- 
ences;! (4) it is decidedly individual, as seen (a) in giving the names of the 
contending kings (14:1,2); (b) in describing the nations and localities of those 
conquered by Chedorlaomer on his way (14: 5-7) ; (c) in naming the places where 
Abram encountered the conquering armies (verses 14, 15) ; (d) the reference to 
Abram's alliance with a foreign chief [cf. 21:22-32a; 2G : 26-31]. 

2) On the other hand, it has some of P's peculiarities: e. g., (1) giving 
exact numbers, as (a) the years they served Chedorlaomer (v. 4) ; (b) the year they 
rebelled ; (c) the year of the Elamite's expedition (v. 5) ; (d) " four kings with the 
five" (v. 9); (e) Abram's trained men were 318 (v. 14); (2) being verbose and 
repetitious, as seen in (a) the re-naming of all the kings in vs. 8, 9 ; (b) their sum- 
ming up numerically; (c) repetition of certain expressions, as T\ >{ 7ty *?K and 

' 5. MATERIAL. 

1) Strange phenomena. (1) The chapter presupposes 13:11,12, in that it 
mentions Lot as dwelling in Sodom (v. 12), but gives no impression of Sodom's 
wickedness, related in 13:13, or in chs. 18, 19. (2) Abram, so much afraid of 
being killed by the Egyptians, according to 12:12, appears here as a hero who 
risks his life for a nephew — not his wife — and conquers the combined forces of 
four mighty kings. (3) It describes Abram as " the Hebrew," as if he had never 
been heard of before ; the appellation itself, a strange one. (4) The same applies, 
though with less force, to Mamre being described as the Amorite. (5) It contains 



* The few doubtful verses in 15 may be disregarded for critical consideration. 
+ All these points are so obvious as to require no illustration. 
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many glosses by a later hand; as (a) "IJ^Jf N»,*7 (vs. 2, 8); (b) (l^Oil D' NIPT 
(v. 3); (c) BHp JCir? ( v - 7 ) » (d) fl (v. 14) [a name not given to the place before 
the account given in Judges 18:29] \ (e) ~fifift pO^ JOH (v. 17). (6) It refers 
to Jerusalem (Efrfcf in v. 18 = Q^tJ'W), priest, tithes, and priestly blessing, thus 
presupposing, at least, Deuteronomy. (7) The names of nations, in vs. 5-7, 
coincide with those in Deut. 2:10-12,20. (8) ")ty , ^^fr* and tfDfiO , used 
elsewhere as names of places, appear here as names of people. (9) There is not 
the slightest allusion to the strange story here told, in anything that follows it. 

2) Inferences. (1) It must be from a late hand, probably = R, who was 
acquainted with all accounts and vocabularies. (2) The original source of the 
legend cannot be determined dogmatically, since the characteristics are not deci- 
sive. Hence critics differ widely, as indicated on p. 250 and note ; some laying 
more stress on one set of facts ; others, on another. 

Remarks. (1) At first sight, this chapter is strongly against the analysis, 
since critics differ so radically as to its source. (2) But are there not as many 
difficulties in the way of the view which makes it a part of a complete narrative ? 
With the exception perhaps of (6) and (7), none of the difficulties enumerated 
above under 5. 1), p. 251 sq., can be satisfactorily answered. (3) The whole story 
is so isolated from what precedes and follows, that it can be left out of account 
entirely without interfering with our inquiry. (4) From another stand-point, it 
only confirms the critics' position as to the "liberties of R." 

6. THEOLOGY. 

1) It glorifies Jerusalem and its priesthood, and justifies the latter's claim to 
tithes. 

2) It has some peculiar titles for the deity. 

3) Otherwise, there is nothing decisive, except it be HliT i n v - 22. 

X. The Analysis of Gen. 18:1-23:20. 

[Subjects: (1) The promise of Isaac; (2) Abraham's intercession for Sodom ; 
(3) the rescue of Lot by the angels; (4) Lot and his daughters; (5) Sarah at 
Abimelech's court ; (6) birth of Isaac ; (7) Hagar and Ishmael in the desert ; (8) 
alliance between Abraham and Abimelech; (9) the offering up of Isaac; (10) 
Sarah's death, and the purchase of the cave of Machpelah.] 

A. The Element of P. 

1. VEBSES ASSIGNED. 

[19:29]*; 21:1b [for HliT read DVY?NL 2b-5 (so K. and S.; Well.,Kuen., 
Del. deny lb to P2; Kitt., Del. give also 2a to P2) ; 23:1-20. 



* This, however, belongs before 16:1, see p. 243, last note. 
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2. synopsis. 

" God fulfills his promise in time ; and when Abraham is 100 years old a son 
is born to him by Sarah. The child is named Isaac, and is circumcised on the 
eighth day. Sarah, at the age of 127 years, dies in Kirjath-arba (which is 
Hebron). Having duly mourned over his wife, Abraham — after much bargain- 
ing—purchases the cave of Machpelah from Ephron the Hittite ; for which he 
pays 400 shekels ; the property is made sure to him and is set apart as a family 
burial lot ; Sarah's remains are laid away in it." 

3. LANGUAGE. 

1) Old Words. (2) nSlDDn mj?D (23:9,19): cf. 25:9; 49: 

(1) DTtSs (19:29twice; 21:2b,4; 23:5). 29 ~ 32; 50:13 - 

(2) "IDDH nj? (19:29). < 3 > nSo t\03 (23:9): cf. 1 Chr. 21:22,24. 

(3) TjnD (21:2). W "^dS "^lj? (23:16): only here. 

(4) SlO (21:4). < 5) 3'3D (23:17): cf. Ex. 16:13; 25: 24, 25 twice; 

(5) ]yn pK (= Abram's abode) (28:2,19). 27:17;28:32,34threetimes;Lev.l:5,ll;3:2,etc; 

(6) ntnt* (23 : 4, 9, 20). Num. 1 : 53 ; 2 : 2, etc. 

(6) "n 'Jt? (23:1): cf. 25:7,17; 47: 9 twice; Ex. 

2) New Words. 6:16,18,20. 
(1) 3tyin<23:4): cf . Lev. 25 : 6,23,35,40,45,47,etc. 

4. STYLE OP P. 

It is — 1) Chronological and numerical; as seen in the fact that (1) Isaac is 
eight days old at circumcision (21:4); (2) Abraham is 100 years old (21:5); (3) 
Sarah dies when 127 years old (23:1) ; (4) Abraham pays for Machpelah 400 shekels 
(23:15,16). 

2) Minute, precise, legal. (1) All the above examples illustrate this point also ; 
(2) Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in the land of Canaan (23:2,19) ; (3) in specify- 
ing, every time he mentions ffrfl^jQil PlI^D > its exact location, and what it 
included (23:17,19) ; (4) repetition of ffJJJ? with each number in 23:1. 

3) Bigid, stereotyped. Note (1) the phrase "Qp fifttN » 23:4,9,20; (2) all 
speakers in the bargaining begin with " hear now," 23:6,8,11,13 ; (3) the different 
parts of the transaction are introduced by set formulae, as (a) Abraham's speeches 
by "yOtih- ■ ■ -T3T\ > 23:3,8,12; (b) those of the Hittites by OfTON JIN tlty 

"ION 1 ? , 23: 5,10,14 ; (4) Ephron and Abraham talk all the while " in the ears 

of " the people, 23:10,12,16. 

4) Verbose, repetitious. (1) 21:3b adds nothing to la; (2) just six words, 
fT")ty • -"faUn > ( out oi twelve words) are superfluous in 21:3 ; (3) 23:1b is a 
clumsy repetition of la, in which njt^ might twice be omitted ; (4) 23:6b is not 
needed; (5) out of eighteen words in 23:11, only the first seven are necessary to 
express the thought ; (6) out of twenty words in 23:17, only the first five are need- 
ful ; (7) the last seven words in 23:19, and all of v. 20, might be omitted, so far as 
concerns the expression of new thought. 
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5. material. 4 

1) Bemarks. (1) P has but little material in this section, practically nothing 
but the transaction of the "cave of Machpelah;" 19:29 (the parenthetical state- 
ment about Sodom's destruction) really belongs to the preceding section ; while 
the account of Isaac's birth has been considerably modified by E, 21:1-5. (2) 
The principal narrative (ch. 23) is very unique, the other documents knowing 
nothing about it. Hence,- neither comparison nor contrast is possible. That it 
is P, has been shown clearly under " Language " and " Style." (3) The few 
verses in 21, which are unmistakably P, fall in very naturally with ch. 17. Isaac 
was promised (17:16,19), Isaac is accordingly born. And, of course, P will tell us 
about the child's circumcision and the father's age (21:2-5). 

2) The following points, though strictly belonging to the last section, must be 
noticed here, because the comparison with J could not have been satisfactorily 
made before taking up the latter's material : Notice, then, (1) as compared with J, 
we find the following duplicates in the promise of Isaac : (a) according to both, God 
appears to announce Isaac's birth (P=17:16, 19 ; J=18:l-14) ; (b)the announcement 
is received with laughter (P = 17:17a; J = 18:12); (c) the incredulity is due to 
Abraham's and Sarah's extreme age (P = 17:17b ; J = 18:11,12) ; (d) according to 
both, Isaac is to be born just a year after promise (P = 17:21b ; J = 18:10,14). (2) 
As compared with J, we find the following duplicates in the story of Sodom's 
destruction. The single v. 29 of ch. 19 contains (a) the fact that the "cities of 
the plain " were destroyed (= J in 19:24,25), and (b) the rescue of Lot (= J in 19: 
16-23) ; (3) there are also the following differences in the announcement of Isaac : 
(a) according to P, it is Abraham who laughs (17:17a) (which probably accounts 
for naming the child Isaac (17:19), the whole presentation being consistent with 
P, who invariably makes the father name the child) ; while in J it is Sarah who 
laughs; (b) according to P, Abraham is too old to beget a child (17:17) ; while 
from J it would seem that Sarah's age was foremost in mind and the difficulty in 
the case (18:11b, 12b,13b). (4) As to Lot's deliverance, we must note, (a) according 
to J, he is saved for his own goodness (cf. the whole story about his hospitality; 
but especially 18:16, V^ ffl(T n^DCO); while P says it is for Abraham's 
sake (18:29) ; (b) according to J, Lot is sent away before the destruction begins (so 
the whole presentation, but particularly 18:22-24) ; but P tells us he was sent out 
"from the midst of the catastrophe" (18:29). (5) As compared with E, ch. 20 is 
incompatible with Sarah's age, as given in 17:17 [cf. (4) under 3), p. 249, last 
section ; the remarks made there are applicable here, but with greater force, since 
there Sarah was only 65 years, while here she is 90].t 



* Hereafter, the material will be considered (1) under P, where the priestly narrative will 
be compared with JE, and (2) under E, where E will be contrasted with J. It will not then be 
necessary to discuss " material" under J. 

+ A consideration of ch. 20, in the light of J's account in 18 :11,12, will be found, under E's 
" Material." 



The Pentateuchal Question. 255 

3) It has already been indicated that the various accounts about Isaac's birth, 
given in 21:1-7, while clearly composite in character, have as yet found no satisfac- 
tory analysis. The difficulty is an insignificant one. 

6. THEOLOGY.* 

1) Here again, the small amount of material in this section compels us to 
draw our comparisons from previous sources. 

2) The announcement of Isaac is made by God, according to P, in a formal 
revelation (17:19). Cf. with this J's extreme anthropomorphism (18:1-15). 

3) According to P, God destroys the cities directly; according to J, he uses 
natural means, " sulphur and fire," which probably means volcanic action and 
lightning. 

4) P remembers to tell us about Isaac's circumcision; JE, as usual, knows 
nothing of such an institution [cf. 3) (2), p. 250]. 

5) The whole story of Abraham's purchasing a burial place, is P's way of 
making the patriarch legally hold property in the " land of Canaan," and it is only 
this writer who takes care to gather Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Eebekah, Leah and 
Jacob into it [cf. 25:9 ; 49:29-32 ; 50:13]. The other writers do not refer to it. 

B. Element of J. 
1. VERSES. 
18:1-33 (Well., Kuen., 17-19,22b-33 = B d ; K. and S., 17-19 = E); 19:1-28, 
30-38 (K. and S., 30-38 = E); 21:la,2a,7,32b-34 (so K. and S. ; Well., 1=E; 
32b, 34 = B d ; Bud., 6b = J [it belongs, however, after 7]; Kuen., l*,2a [except 
VJpr*? = E] = P2; 6,7 = E(?) ; 32-34 = E*(?) or J(?) ; Del., 1 = E, 6-8 = E, 32- 
34 = J; Kitt., la,7,6b,33 = J, but nothing more); 22:20-24 (Well., = E; Bud., 
= J, and belongs after 21:6b ; K. and S., like Dill., except first clause of 20). 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

" Yahweh and two angels appear, in the form of three men, to Abraham at 
' Mamre's oaks.' He receives them very hospitably. Yahweh, as spokesman of 
the guests, announces that when the season revives, Sarah shall have a son. 
Sarah, overhearing this remark behind the door, laughs at the idea that at her 
extreme age, Abraham also being old, she should become a mother. Yahweh 
takes her to task for doubting his promise. She, abashed, says, ' I did not laugh ;' 
but Yahweh insists that she did laugh. Then the guests depart, and, as Abraham 
accompanies them, Yahweh tells him confidentially of the fate that awaits Sodom. 
Abraham pleads for the doomed city, reminding Yahweh that there may be some 
good people in it for whose sake the entire place ought to be pardoned. He 
begins with the possibility of fifty just men ; but as Yahweh listens to his 



* This heading also will be treated hereafter in the same way as " Material" (of. note at the 
bottom of the preceding page). 
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pleading he comes down to ten ; and even for that number Yahweh promises to 
save Sodom. Yahweh then departs, and Abraham returns home. Meanwhile, 
the two angels (who started for Sodom when Yahweh and Abraham began their 
earnest conversation) arrive at the city gate, where Lot receives them politely and 
invites them to spend the night with him. With some reluctance, they accept 
his offer, and enter his house. Before they retire, the Sodomites surround the 
house, and vigorously demand of Lot the surrender of the strangers. Lot steps 
out to them, locking the door behind him; he begs the mob to respect the right 
of hospitality, offering even his two innocent daughters to be treated by the 
rabble at its pleasure, provided they do not disturb his guests. But the blood- 
thirsty crowd, accusing him of continually playing the judge, rush forward to 
break in the door. At this point, the angels interfere : they take Lot into the 
house, close the door, and smite the crowd with blindness. They then instruct 
Lot to remove all his near relatives from the city ; but his sons-in-law laugh at 
his fears. And so, at daybreak, the angels urge him to take his wife and two 
daughters and flee for his life to the mountain. Lot prefers to run to Zoar ; is 
granted also this. He reaches this place of refuge, just as the sun appears above 
the horizon. Yahweh causes brimstone and fire to rain over the doomed cities, 
and they are utterly destroyed. Lot's wife casts a glance backward— which was 
forbidden — and becomes petrified. But Lot is afraid to remain even in Zoar ; so 
he hides himself in a cave with his two daughters. These, thinking that the 
whole world perished in the destruction, decide to perpetuate the race by inter- 
course with their father, whom they bring, for two successive nights under the 
influence of wine, and thus accomplish their end. This explains the origin of 
Moab (from the elder daughter) and Ammon (from the younger). A year after, 
Isaac is born ; and Abraham praises God. Just then, Abraham learns that his 
brother Nahor (whom he had left in Mesopotamia) has raised up quite a family, 
among others, Bebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the youngest son of eight." 

3. LANGUAGE. 

1) Old Words. (14) DJ?3T1 (18:33). 

(1) HUT (18:1,13,14,17,19 twice, 20,22,26,33; 19: OS) jrv = sexual intercourse (19:5,7). 
13 twice, 14,16,24 twice, 27; 21:1,33). tt 6 ' "UD (19:6,10). 

(2) mOB M 1 ?* (18:1). CM) P < 19:8 >- 

(3) SriK (18:1,2,6,9,10). fl 8 > iW (19:9). 

(4) D'n (18:1). < 19 > ^"U < 19:19 >- 

(5) DSOp 1 ? (18:2; 19:1). (20) Jfl (19:17,19). 

(6) KJ (18:3twiee,4,21,27,30,31,32;19:2,7,8twice, (21) DID (19:4). 

18,19,20 twice). (22) ,l ?1X (18:24,28,29,30,31,32). 

(7) tn KXD (18:3; 19:19). (23) B3H (19:17,26). 

(8) p-Sj? (18:5; 19:8,22). (24) 'rhlh (19:21). 

(9) 7TK (18:9; 19:5). (25) 1BD (19:24). 

(10) t)K (18:13,23,24). (26) '3K Kin (19:37,38). 

(11) 113^3 (18:26,29,31,32). (27) KirrOJ (19:38; 22:20,24). 

(12) tlD' (18:29). (28) '131 D'JJ? W) (18:2; 22:4,13 [= E]). 

(13) mn (18:30,32). 
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2) Nbw Words.* 

(1) WIS (18:4): only in Num. 21:15 = E. 

(2) 1HD (18:6,7): cf. 27:20; 45:9,13; Ex. 2:18. 

(3) . . Sy iny (= stand near) (18:8): cf. 24:30; 
41:1,17; Num. 14:14. 

(4) njO (18:10,14): cf. Ex. 9:18; Num. 28:23; 
Jos. 11:6. 

(5) D'n'3 *0 (18:11): cf. 24:1; Jos. 18:1 
twice(?); 23:1(?). 

(6) Sin (18:11): cf. 41:49; Ex. 9:34; 28:5. In 
P only in Num. 9:13; but in a somewhat differ- 
ent sense. 

(7) n*)N (18:11): cf. 49:17. A poetic word. 

(8) D JDS (18:13): cf. Num. 22:37 = E. A rare 
word. 

(9) tlptff (18:16; 19:28): cf. 26:8; Ex. 14:24; 
Num. 21:20. 

(10) HpyX (18:21; 19:13): cf. 27:34; Ex. 8:7,9; 
11:6; 12:30. 

(11) 7130 destroy (18:23,24; 19:15,17): Num. 
16:26. 

(12) nVSn (18:25 twice): cf. 44:7,17; Jos. 22: 
29; 24:16. 

(13) HWi forgive (18:24,26): cf. 4:7,13; 50:17 
twice; Ex. 10:17; 23:21; 32:32; 34:7; Jos. 24:19. 

(14) SKI in HIph'il (18:27,31): cf. Ex. 2:21; Jos. 
7:7; 17:12. 

(15) rh (19:2 twice): cf. 24:23,25; 28:11; 82:14, 
22; Ex. 28:18; 34:25; Num. 22:8; Jos. 8:9; but 
also Lev. 19:13; Deut. 16:4; 21:23. 

(16) D'JtSTI (19:2,27; 20:8; 21:14; 22:3): cf. 



26:31; 28:18; 32:1,6; Num. 14:40; Jos. 3:6,15; 
7:16; 8:10. 

(17) riTOD (19:3; 21:8): cf. 26:30; 29:22; 40: 
20. 

(18) ...a 1V3 (19:3,9): cf. 33:11. Not common. 

(19) T nSt? (19:10; 22:12): cf. 3:22; 8:9; 
Ex. 3:20; 4:4 twice; 9:15; 22:7,10; 24:11. 

(20) PIS 1 ? (19:11): cf. Ex. 7:18; see also riNSfi 
Ex. 18:8; Num. 20:14 (both verb and noun are 
quite rare). 

(21) >nn 19:12,14 twice: cf. Ex. 4:25,26. 

(22) -1TW (19:15): cf. 32:25,27. 

(23) nt-nnS (18:13): cf. 25:22,32; 32:30; 33:15, 
etc. 

(24) paj? (= your humble servant) (18:3,5; 19: 
2,19): cf. 82:5,11,21; 33:5; 44:18, etc., etc. 

(25) J>1K (19:15): cf. Ex. 5:13; Jos. 10:13(?); 
17:15. 

(26) t?D« (19:34): cf. 31:12,29. 

3) WORDS POUND NOWHERE ELSE IN HEXA- 

teuch (which are characteristic of the 

Prophets in so far that they alone 

use broad vocabularies). 

(1) n3 (18:5). 

(2) m l 73(= old age) (18:12). 

(3) njlj? (18:12). 

(4) D'TUD (19:11): only again in 2Kgs. 6:18. 

(5) a'SJpfltor (19:26). 

(6) "llD'p (19:28 twice): nowhere else except 
in Ps. twice. 

(7) S#K (21:33). 



4. STYLE OP J. 

It is marked by — 1) Freshness and variety, even in describing similar scenes 
and events, as can be seen (1) in comparing the opening verses of 18 with those 

of 19: (a) oriiop 1 ? pn i8:i, Dnjnp 1 ? Dpn i*i; o>) mriN innm 
18=2, mr»N D'SN innen i»=i; (<o "p^ ^ D ^ n w ^ 18:3 ' 
way rva "?k ta mo i» :2 ; w JW is*, miro 1* 3 ; (2) m the 

absence of the stereotyped style, even in 18:23-33, compare (a) how elaborate is 
the first and general petition, 18:24,25, as compared with the subsequent briefer 
modifications of it, 18:27b,28a,29 {but second clause), 30a,31a,32a; (b) the alterations 
of the phrases "\yt? ♦ffaWl NJ PfJPl 18:27,31, and vj-JN'? HT NJ *?** 
|-n2"!K1 18:30,32 ; while once, v. 29, he omits the introductory phrase entirely ; 
(c) the different words in Tahweh's replies : 'flNtWl v. 26 ; J"VP?5J*N J^ vs. 
28,31,32; nBMftt tf 1 ? vs. 29,30. 

* As heretofore, all JE words will be considered under J, unless they occur first in E pas- 
sages. 

*5 
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2) Descriptive touches, as seen (1) in designations of the time of day: (a) Q|"Q 

ovn i8:i ; (b) run 19=1 ; (o) rf?y mam losi 19:15 ; (d) xy» pqbti 

19:23; (e) *)p33 DiTON D3£J"1; ( 2 ) in tbe use of circumstantial clauses, as (a) 

"01 acv wm 18--1; (b) ioy Kim w*; (c) nw men i8:io ; (d) 
innK wm 18:10; (e) jpr >j-mi 18:12 ; m -^n arrow i8:w ; ( g ) dVti 

3BH* 19:1; (h) "OD^ DIE) 19=4; (i) *UD flVim 19:6; (j) rfrffl JTN1 
"H^D 19:10; (3) in the employment of emphatic repetition, as (a) 18:24, "for the 
sake of the fifty, etc. ;" (b) 19:4, "men of the city, men of Sodom;" (c) 19:24b, 
"brimstone and fire, from Yahweh from heaven." 

3) Vividness. (1) Study the picture of hospitality presented in Abraham's 
treatment of his guests: (a) he runs to meet them, 18:2; (b) he entreats them 
(JO"" 1 ?!*). as a personal favor to him ("01 Jf7 TlNJfO fcO DK)> not to pass by 
him, 18:3; (c) they are asked to recline under a tree, 18:5; (d) he makes them 
feel that they will not be a burden to him, " I will fetch a morsel of bread to 
stay, your hearts," while intending to make a banquet; (e) he prepares the meal 
with all possible speed, "Abraham hastens to Sarah, and tells her to make ready 

quickly. He runs to the herd and his servant makes haste to dress the calf," 

18:6,7; (f) everything is done from a full hand; Sarah is to take three seahs 
(= 75 -)- lbs.) of fine flour (no three men, or even angels, could consume so much 
in one meal) ; " he takes a whole calf," 18:6b,7b ; (g) he waits on them in person, 
18:8b. (2) Abraham's plea for doomed Sodom is terribly earnest : (a) he appeals 
to God's justice: "Wilt thou destroy the righteous with the wicked?" "Shall 
not the Judge of all the world do right ? " (vs. 23,25) ; (b) he humbles himself now 
that he is asking a favor (which is in touching contrast to his customary famil- 
iarity with Yahweh). (c) But as his request is granted, he persists till he comes 
down to ten. (3) We have a most graphic description of a mob : The entire popu- 
lation of Sodom, young and old, surround Lot's house; they cry out to him, 
"Where are the men who have come to thee to-night? bring them out to us, 
that we may abuse them," etc. (4) Not less picturesque is the rescue of Lot's 
family by the angels. (5) Note the master -touch in vs. 27,28: Abraham 
returns to the spot where he entreated God's mercy, and seriously surveys the 
plain ; but he sees it is all turned into smoke. 

4) Stories. The entire section is a collection of stories : (1) angels' visit to 
Abraham ; (2) attitude of Sodomites towards strangers ; (3) Lot rescued ; (4) the 
fate of his wife ; (5) Lot's daughters in the cave. 

5) Anthropomorphism. (1) God and two angels pay Abraham a visit; (2) 
they all look like ordinary men ; (3) they eat a dinner ; (4) Yahweh disputes with 
Sarah about her laughing: she says "I did not;" he insists "You did;" (5) 
Abraham's bargaining for Sodom; (6) Yahweh cannot conceal anything from 
Abraham, since the latter is to become great, 19:17,18 ; (7) Yahweh goes down to 
Sodom to inspect its condition, 18:21; (8) human-like action of the angels in 
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Sodom; (9) Lot and his family are instructed "not to look back," and his wife 
actually loses her life for so doing, because Yahweh does not wish man to see His 
operations (cf. 2:21). 

6) Religious instruction (= prophecy). (1) Compare God's nearness to, and 
interest in, human affairs. (2) The truly good man prays and pleads even for the 
most degraded sinners. (3) God accepts the prayers of the righteous. (4) Lot is 
saved for his goodness ; Sodom perishes in her wickedness. (5) God's judgments 
are on the side of mercy ; he would pardon the whole place for ten good men. 

7) Puns, as seen in (1) -|j;¥ , because "IJflfO , 19:22b ; (2) ^JOQ , because 
3N + »Q or 3XD ; (3) pXDiT-05 . because Wf 3 • 

C. Element of E. 
1. VERSES. 

20 [except v. 18, and mn&B'l DH3^1 in 14 = E ; so K. and S.] ; 21:6, 8- 
21,22-32a (so K. and S. ; Well., also 2a, 7, 33 = E; Bud., Kuen., Kitt., throw out 
only 6b; Del., also 7 = E); 22 : 1,2*, 3-10, 11*, 12, 13, 14*, 19 [15-18 = E] (Kitt., 14 
-18 = E, who got it from J ; he says nothing about 19 ; Well., 20-24 also = E ; 
K. and S., 14 = E). 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

" From there Abraham moves to the South Land, and takes up his 

abode in Gerar. He introduces Sarah as a sister, and King Abimelech takes her 
to his court. God informs the king, in a dream, that she is a married woman, 
and commands him to restore her to her husband, who is a prophet and will pray 
for him. Abimelech sends for Abraham, and reproaches him for his act of decep- 
tion. Abraham offers, as an excuse, self-defense, and also the fact that Sarah is 
a half-sister of his. Abimelech not only restores Sarah, but gives handsome 
presents to Abraham, and invites him to make his home wherever he pleases. 
At the prayer of Abraham, Abimelech and his household are restored. [At 
Isaac's birth] Sarah says, God has made her a laughing-stock ; all who hear (of 
her giving birth to a child) will laugh. (This probably suggested the name Isaac.) 
When the child is weaned, Abraham makes a great feast. Ishmael makes sport ; 
at Sarah's request, Abraham banishes the boy and his mother. He is promised, 
however, that while Isaac shall be his seed, Ishmael will become a nation. The 
mother, with the child in her arms, wanders in the desert of Beer-sheba; the 
water fails. In despair, she drops him beside a shrub and sits at a distance 
because she cannot see him die. An angel calls encouragingly ; God points out 
to her a well of water. She relieves his thirst and he lives. God watches over 
the boy; he becomes a great hunter, dwells in the wilderness of Paran and 
marries a wife from Egypt. 

"Abimelech seeks an alliance with Abraham ; the latter reproves the former 
because of a certain well which had been violently taken away. After a denial on 
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the part of Abimelech, the covenant is entered into. The place is called Beer- 
sheba, the well of the oath. Abimelech then returns to Philistia. 

" God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, his only son, on a mountain in 
Moriah. Abraham immediately sets out, and reaches the place within three days. 
The altar being prepared, and Isaac bound, he proceeds to offer him as a sacrifice. 
But an angel calls down from heaven and informs him that it was only a trial of 
his faith. Abraham then espies a ram caught by its horns in a bush ; this he 
offers up instead of his son. He, with his attendants, returns to Beer-sheba." 

3. LANGUAGE. 

(5) lib (for 3 1 ?) (20: 5,6): of. 81:26; Ex. 14:5; 
Jos. 7 : 5 ; 14 : 7 ; but also in Dt. many times, and 
also in Chron. 

(6) ....b jnj permit (20: 6): cf. 31:7; Ex. 3:19; 
5:7; Num. 12:23; 20:21; 21:23; 22:13. 

(7) ^Ssnn (20:7,17): cf. Num. 11:2; 21:7. 

(8) n^n (20:13; 21:14): cf. 27:15; Ex. 23:4. 



1) Old Words.* 

(1) '3JK (20:6; 21:26). 

(2) p-Sy (20:6; 21:31). 

(3) pT (20:11). 

(4) "Ip33 D , 3B'n+(20:8; 21:14; 22:3). 

(5) VU (21:8,20). 

(6) T,b\ (21: 8,14,15,16). 

(7) tm (21:10). 

(8) nOlH (20:16; 21:25). 

(9) Slp3 ya\!l (21:12; 22:18). 

(10) nniK 4;> (21:11,25). 
.(11) m3 IVD (21:27,32a). 

(12) TYiO (21:15,16). 

(13) np3 (21:19). 

(11) nSy to sacrifice (22:2). 

(15) Vh'p (22:2,3,6,7,8,13). 

(16) n3TD(22:9twice). 



(9) nnN (for nnSK') (20:17; 21 :10twice,12,13) 
cf. 30: 3; 81: 33; Ex.2: 5; 20:17; 21: 7, 20, 26, 27,32 
23:12; but also Ex. 20:10(= P); Lev. 25:6,44 
and often in Dt. 

(10) 'J'jn jn (21:11,12): cf. 28:8; 38:7,10; 48: 
17; Ex. 21:8; Num. 22:34; 32:13. 

(11) D# DTlSx (21:22): cf. 28:20; 48:21; 

Ex. 18:19. 

(12) nan (21:30): cf. 26: 15,18 twice, 19,21,22,32; 
Ex. 7:24; Num. 21:18. 



3) Bare Words. 

(1) ....b "IDX , or ba "1DK say concerning (20: 
2,13). 



2) New Words. 

(1) 3JJH p« (20:1): cf. 24:62; Num. 13:29; 
Jos. 15:19; Jud. 1:15). 

(2) DTlSK* (20 : 3,6,11,13,17; 21 : 6,12,17 thrice, 19, 
20,22,23 ; 22 : 1,3,8,9,12) : no special references are 
required. 

(3) DlSn vision, revelation (20:3): it is exclu- 
sively used in E,t outside of Dt. 

(4) DJ +personal pronoung (20:5,6twice; 21: 
26 twice). 

4. STYLE. 

Before taking up in detail the characteristics of E's style, the following 
anticipatory remarks deserve notice: (1) Being prophetic, we may expect him 
to be in the main like J ; (2) with P, however, he has almost nothing in com- 



(2) |VpJ(20:5). 

(3) 71JDK (20: 12) : cf . Jos. 7 : 20. 

(4) TOT! (21:14,15,19). 

(5) 'lriDO (21:16). 

(6) nan (21:20). 

WDJl I'l (21:23). 



* J and E, both being prophetic, have a great deal in common in vocabulary as well as in 
style. Hence many words hitherto considered as J, are really JE, and may be called here old, 
though E, as such, appears here for the first time. 

t See J, this section. 

% See under " special characteristics " of this author, following page. 

8 Cf. J using Xin~DJ quite frequently. 
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mon ; his use of D'H^ft* is only apparently like P, for E continues to use this 
term for deity throughout his narrative, while P would use HliT eyen i n Genesis, 
were it not for the question of consistency with his statement in 6:3 ; (3) the 
prophetic traits are often more intensely exhibited in E than in J; (4) this 
writer's material is fragmentary, as we find it, there being no complete or contin- 
uous story, — a fact due, in large part, to the similarity of his material to that of 
J, the two being easily blended, or one substituted for the other: (5) the follow- 
ing special characteristics have been noted and may be stated in general terms by 
way of introduction : (a) the exclusive use of Q'H^K ; (b) the occasional use of 
the plural form of the verb with the name of God (cf. 20:12 ; 35:7); (c) the fre- 
quent occurrence of dreams, especially as revelations from God (cf. 20:3,6 : 28:12; 
31:10,11,24; 37:5-8,9,10; 40:9-11,16,17; 41:1-7); (d) frequent reference to angels, 
as God's representatives, "calling down from heaven " (21:17 ; 22:11); (e) repetition 
of proper names in calling (cf. 22:11; Ex. 3:4); (f) statements respecting three 
days' journey (cf. 22:4; Ex. 3:18; 8:23; 15:22; Num. 18:33); (g) references to 
the existence of "strange gods" in the families of the patriarchs (cf. 31:19,24; 
35:4 ; Josh. 24:2) ; (h) the special interest exhibited in places and traditions of 
northern as over against southern Israel. 

1) He is interested in geography and archceqlogy.f (1) Abraham dwells between 
Kadesh and Shur, 20:1. (2) Hagar wanders in the desert of Beer-sheba, 21:14. 
(3) Ishmael makes his abode in the desert of Paran, 21:21. (4) His wife is from 
Egypt, 21:21. (5) Origin of the name " Beer-sheba," 21:31. 

2) He is vivid and descriptive, f as seen (1) in his method of presenting mate- 
rial by means of conversation : (a) God and Abimlech, 20:3-7, in which four 
points are indirectly brought out; (a) details of the way in which Abimelech 
came to take Sarah, 20:5 ; (/?) the testimony of God himself to Abimelech's inno- 
cence, 20:6 ; (y) the representation of Abraham as a prophet, 20:7a ; (6) God's 
threat that he will avenge Abraham, if his wife is not returned, 20:3b,7b. (b) 
Abimelech and Abraham, 20:9-13, informing us of (a) Abraham's motive, v. 11 ; 
03) why she was called sister rather than something else, v. 12 ; (y) their standing 
agreement as to the mode of deception, v. 13. (c) Abimelech and Abraham's alli- 
ance, 21:22-30, disclosing (a) Abraham's prosperity, v. 22b ; (/3) that Abimelech's 
servants, without his knowledge, robbed Abraham of a well, vs. 25,26. (d) Minor 
talk: (a) Abimelech's offers to Abraham and Sarah, 20:15,16 ; (/?) Sarah asking 
Abraham to banish Hagar and her son, 21:10 ; (y) God's instruction on this point, 
21:12; (<?) Angel to Hagar, 21:17b,18; (e) God directing to sacrifice Isaac, 22:2; 
(C) Abraham leaving his servants behind, 22:5; (?) Isaac and Abraham in refer- 
ence to the victim, 22:7,8; (0) angel to Abraham, 22:12. (2) In the use of circum- 
stantial clauses: (a) " for she is a man's wife," 20:3 ; (b) " having done deeds unto 



* See p. 265, and of. p. 22 (No. 1 of this vol.). 

t It will be noticed that these headings are the same as under J. 
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me that ought not to be done," 20:9b ; (c) " putting it on her shoulder, etc.," 21: 
14 ; (d) " since neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, etc.," 21:26b ; 
(e) " while I and the boy, etc.," 22:5 ; (f ) " seeing thou hast not withheld, etc.," 
22:12 ; (g) " caught in the thicket by its horns," 22:13. 

3) He is highly dramatic (1) In not telling us all the facts at once, but keep- 
ing us in suspense till the denouement is fully developed, as seen (a) in omitting 
any motive or reason for Abraham's action in calling Sarah a sister (20:2a), that it 
may all be explained later (cf . vs. 11,13) ; (b) in not assigning any reason for Abime- 
lech's taking Sarah to his court, the reader being allowed to infer, from v. lib, 
that her beauty must have been so great as to endanger her husband's life ; (c) 
in withholding the result of Abraham's trial till we reach v. 12. (2) In working 
up toward a climax; note (a) in the story of Hagar's banishment (21:14-17), how 
our sympathies are more and more enlisted : she starts out with scanty provisions, 
and the child upon her shoulder ; she is lost in the desert ; the water fails ; the 
unfortunate mother drops the child, and flees from the spot, that she may not see 
his dying agonies; but just as she breaks out in despairing tears, the angel's 
voice calls out from heaven ; (b) in offering up Isaac, how gradually the reality 
of the transaction grows upon one : Abraham starts out on a journey with his 
son and servants ; at a little distance from the appointed place he dismounts, and 
walks alone with Isaac ; the latter is made to bear the wood that is soon to con- 
sume him ; in blissful ignorance, he asks, " Where is the victim ?" Abraham 
answers evasively, " The Lord will provide ;" the spot is reached, the altar built, 
Isaac bound, put on the altar, the knife lifted, — and then the angel interferes. 
(3) In selecting a central figure, and grouping all the events about it, e. g., (a) in 
the 20th chapter, Abraham is the principal actor; Sarah is mentioned as the 
" woman " (v. 3), " the man's wife " (v. 7) ; it is Abraham who causes her to be 
taken to court (v. 2) ; it is because he is a prophet that she is to be returned 
(v. 7) ; the king blames him (not Sarah) for the deception and its consequences ; 
the rewards or presents are given to Abraham ; at his prayer, Abimelech's family 
is relieved; (b) in 21:10-21, Ishmael is the hero; Sarah wants Hagar banished; 
but the emphasis, after all, is on " her son, " for he is not to be heir with Isaac ; 
in the sufferings that follow "the child" is continually emphasized, and heaven 
itself opens rather to the innocent cry of the boy than to his mother's heart-rend- 
ing tears; (c) in ch. 22, it is again Abraham (not Isaac, strange to say) who is the 
principal actor ; his every movement and word are carefully recorded — from the 
" saddling of the ass " to the " lifting of the knife." (4) In keeping one great theme 
before him, whatever the details. The selection of characters, though apparently 
strange, is due only to the selection of thought. What the prophet really wants 
to tell us is, that God will take care of his own, whatever be their afflictions and 
trials. Hence the subject is Abraham, his troubles about Sarah, Ishmael and 
Isaac, and how all things " worked together for good " for him who trusted God. 
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4) He is prophetic (furnishing religious instruction). He teaches us, e. g., that 
(1) God is interested in human affairs; (2) He watches over those that trust in 
Him ; (3) upright men (heathen even, 20:4,6) are providentially kept from moral 
evil ; (4) He hears the prayer of the righteous (20:7,17) ; (5) He hears the cry of the 
innocent (21:17), and (6) provides for them even in the desert (21:19) ; (7) the good 
man is prosperous, and his favor is sought after by others (21:22, 23); (8) true 
faith goes calmly to its task, and attends to the minutest details of duty even 
when a catastrophe is impending. 

5) He abounds in stories. The whole material (chs. 20-22) being nothing but 
a collection of stories. 

6) He possesses certain peculiar* characteristics. (1) God's appearing in 
dreams, 20:3,6 ; (2) a plural verb with Elohim, 20:13 ; (3) angels calling down 
from heaven, 21:17; 22:11; (4) "three days' journey," 22:4; (5) repetition of 
proper name, in calling a person, 22:11. 

5. MATERIAL. 

1) Duplicates. (1) Chapter 20 seems to be but a different version of 12:10- 
20f; the general resemblance is striking, since in both (a) Abraham represents her 
as a sister ; (b) the motive being fear for his life ; (c) Sarah is taken to a foreign 
court ; (d) God interferes in her behalf ; (e) the king as well as his entire house- 
hold suffer ; (f ) the foreign prince blames Abraham (note the similarity of the lan- 
guage: *y rwffV DKt HO 12:18, and IJ 1 ? nW nO 20:9); (g) Sarahis then 
restored ; (h) Abraham receives a bonus. (2) 21:10-21 seems to be a modification of 
16:5,14, the points of contact being (a) Sarah's dislike to Hagar and her offspring 
[potential or actual) ; (b) treatment of Hagar in such a way that she leaves (volun- 
tarily or forcedly) ; (c) conversation in the desert with an angel; (d) his promise 
that she shall have a great future for her son ; (e) a well in the desert. (3) 21:22- 
31 is essentially the same as 26:26-33, since in both (a) Abimelech is king and 
Phichol a commander in chief ; (b) they come because of the patriarch's prosperity ; 
(c) they desire and obtain a covenant of peace ; (d) the event takes place in Beer- 
sheba ; (e) the name of the place is in some way connected with " seven." 

2) Differences. These stories, while having resemblances enough to show that 
they relate to the same event, nevertheless vary enough to indicate their literary 
independence; note (1) in ch. 20, as compared with 12:10-20, the following differ- 
ences in details: (a) E places Sarah in AbimekcVs court at Gerar (20:2), J takes 
her to Pharaoh in Egypt (12:15) ; (b) according to E, the suffering or disease of 
the king and of his house is to prevent him from sin (18:6 in connection with 17); 
but J refers to it as punishment (12:17) ; (c) the king of Gerar invites Abraham to 
stay in his country (20:15), but Pharaoh sends him away (12:19b-20) ; (d) E mag- 



* i. e„ not in common with J. 

t The consideration of 26:6-11, in this connection, will be taken up later (cf. p. 272 sq.). 
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nifles Abraham as prophet and intercessor; J has nothing about this. (2) The two 
accounts of Hagar's banishment present the following differences: (a) accord- 
ing to E, she is driven out (21:14) ; J says she was so treated that she fled (16:6) ; 
(b) according to E, she leaves Abraham's house with Ishmael on her shoulder; 
according to J, the child is still unborn ; (c) in E, Ishmael is the cause (21:9) ; in J, 
Hagar herself is to blame ; (d) in E, it is Abraham himself who sends her away 
(21:14); in J, her treatment is left to Sarah (16:6); (e) according to E, she is 
treated more humanely (21:14) than she is in J's story (16:6) ; (f) in E, the angel 
calls down from heaven (21:17) ; in J, he meets her on the road (16:7) ; (g) in E, she 
finds the well (21:19a) ; in J, she is found at the well (16:7,14). (3) The consid- 
eration of 21:22-31 must be deferred till we reach its parallel, 26:26-33 ; but the 
principal differences are, (a) for Abraham (in 21) Isaac is put (in 26), (b) differ- 
ent circumstance for Beer-sheba. 

3) Inconsistencies. Not only is E distinct in language, style, and manner of 
presentation, but also his material is incompatible with previous accounts of both 
P and J. (1) As compared with P, (a) ch. 20 cannot be reconciled by any possi- 
bility of interpretation with Sarah's age as given in 17:17. That which is said 
here of Sarah could not possibly be spoken of a woman ninety years of age. Still 
further, (b) 21:14-20 is unnatural when compared with 16:16 ; 17:24,25. In these 
latter passages Ishmael is thirteen years of age when Isaac is promised ; hence is 
fourteen when the latter is born. Ishmael is banished after Isaac is formally 
weaned (21:8-10). The feast of weaning did not take place before the child was 
three years old. Ishmael was, therefore, seventeen years of age. Now, why or 
how should Hagar carry such a lad on her shoulder f (v. 14). Why should he be 
so helpless when cast down under the bush ? (vs. 15,16). Why should the angel 
instruct the exhausted mother to "lift up the boy"? (v. 18). Then (2) ch. 20 is 
not less out of harmony (a) with 18:11,12 (J's statement that Sarah was very old). 
It needs no elaboration ; and (b) if this incident at Gerar is simply another event 
by the same writer as the author of 12:10-20, is it conceivable that Abraham, after 
his experience in Egypt, would repeat the same deception at Gerar, especially 
at a time when Sarah's condition was so critical ? The material, then, without 
reference to other considerations, is irreconcilable with that of either P or J ; it must 
be from a different source, and the argument becomes much stronger when we 
find that just this material, so much out of harmony with what has gone before, 
has linguistic peculiarities which also distinguish it from the other writers. 

4) It is, however, evident that E's matter begins very abruptly; " And Abra- 
ham moved thence " Whence ? There undoubtedly existed a full history of 

the patriarchs by the author. [Cf . Jos. 24:2, where the resume begins with Terah.] 
Perhaps E did not have all of this story. Perhaps the early material was so similar 
to that of J as not to require repetition. The only thing which appears certain is 
that we have a new writer. 



The Pentatetjchal Question. 265 

6. theology. 

1) In general, this author's view of God's relation to man is about midway 
between P's stiff superiority and J's aggravating anthropomorphism. We notice 
(1) God is interested in human affairs, and yet he does not " come down " to find 
out things ; (2) he appears neither formally nor visibly, but in dreams ; (3) his 
visits are frequent, but hardly familiar ; (4) angels are employed ; but instead of 
walking about on the highways, they " call down from heaven." 

2) It is nevertheless true that his conception resembles J's more than it does 
P's : (1) altars and sacrifices are as old as the patriarchs ; there is even the possi- 
bility of human sacrifice in their day. (2) God employs natural means {sickness, 
for instance, to prevent intercourse between Abimelech and Sarah). (3) He 
indeed reveals himself to, and is interested in, a heathen prince ; but Abraham is 
his favorite. 

3) His monotheism is not so strict even as that of J : (1) He uses D'H^K 
exclusively ; (2) occasionally even with a plural verb. 

XI. The Analysis of Gen. 24:1-28:9. 

[Subjects: (1) Isaac courts Eebekah by proxy, and marries her; (2) Abraham 
and Ishmael die ; (3) Esau and Jacob are born ; (4) Isaac and Abimelech ; (5) 
Jacob gets Esau's blessing by deceit ; (6) Jacob sent to Paddan.] 

A. Element of P. 

1. VEBSES ASSIGNED. 

25:7-lla,12-17,19,20....26b; 26:34sq. ; 27:46 (Kuen., Del., K. and S. = R); 

28:1-9. 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

"Abraham, having completed 175 years, dies, and is buried by Isaac and Ish- 
mael in the cave of Machpelah, near Sarah. God's blessing is then transferred to 
Isaac. [Ishmael having raised up twelve princes (all of whom are given by name), 
passes away at the age of 137.] When forty years of age, Isaac marries Rebekah, 
the daughter of Bethuel from Paddan-aram ; and he is sixty years old, when they 
(Esau and Jacob*) are born. Esau, at forty, marries two Hittite women, who are a 
source of displeasure to Isaac and Rebekah. Isaac accordingly instructs Jacob not 
to take a wife ' from the daughters of Canaan,' but to go to Paddan-aram and marry 
one of Laban's daughters. 'And thus El-Sha&dai will bless thee and make thee 
an assembly of nations ; and Abraham's blessing will be transferred unto thee 
and thy seed.' Jacob leaves, as directed, for Paddan-aram. Esau, seeing how 
dissatisfied Isaac is with Oanaanitish women, takes, in addition to his wives, 
a daughter of Ishmael." 



* The names have to be supplied from a different account which K has inserted. 
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3. LANGUAGE OF P. 

1) Old Words. 2) New Words. 

(1) "n •'iVf (25:7,17). (1) *'D# Sx f]DNn (25:8,17): cf. 35:29; 49:29, 

(2) jm (25:8,17). 33; Num. 20:24,26; 27:13; Deut. 32:50. 

(3) nb33Dn-m,J?0 (25:9). (2) nin '"triN* (25:11): of. Lev. 16:11; Num. 

(4) mb'n (25:12,13,19). 35:28; Jos. 1:1(?); 1 Chr. 2:24; 2Chr. 22:4; 24: 

(5) T^in (25:19). 17; 25:25. Bid also Gen. 26:18; Jud. 1:1; Ruth 

(6) Ht? ^»S(28:3). 2:ll;2Sam. 1:1; lKgs. ll:40;2Kgs. 1:1; 14:17. 

(7) mfl (28:3). (3) mat? T\b« (25:J3,16): of. 36:10,40; 46:8; 

(8) H3"l (28:3). Ex. 1:1; 6:16; Num.l:5; 3:2,3,18; 13:4,16; 27:1; 

(9) 1'IW V1K(28:4). 34:17,18; Jos. 17:3; IChr. 6:2; 8:38; 9:44; 14:4. 

(10) D'nSx (28: 4). (4) D1K p3 (for D'lrlJ D1K) (25:20; 28:2,5,6,7). 

4. STYLE. 

It is — 1) Numerical, as seen (1) in the hundred and three score and fifteen 
years of Abraham's life, 25:7 ; (2) twelve princes, 25:16 ; (3) the years of Ishmael 
were 137, 25:17; (4) Isaac was sixty years old, etc., 25:26b; (6) Isaac marries at 
forty, 25:20 ; (6) Esau marries at forty, 26:34. 

2) Systematic, as seen (1) The toledoth of Ishmael, 25:12 (this, it will be 
remembered, is the seventh of a ten-series); (2) The toledoth of Isaac, 25:19 (the 
eighth in the series). 

3) Stereotyped. Note the phrases (1) "pf *J£J* , 25:7,17; (2) /"lO*! y)tf) 
V»y "?K t]D*n, 25:8,17; (3) ni^D Pfrtfl , 25:12,19; (4) H^N 1 ? f , 26:20; 
28:9 [cf. 16:3]. 

4) Verbose and repetitions. (1) " These are the days of the years of the life 

which he lived," 25:7 ; (2) j"f3JJ> repeated with each of connected numerals, 

25:7,17 ; (3) after having given us a whole chapter (23) about the legal transaction 
of the "cave in Machpelah," he tells the story over again in 25:9b, 10; (4) in 
describing a woman, he not only tells us who her father is, but often also whose 
sister she is, 25:20 ; 28:9 ; (5) that we may be certain of a person's death, he 

describes it thus : " And he gave up the ghost, and died and was gathered to his 

people," 25:8,17 ; (6) to refresh our memory, he tells us that " Ishmael was the 
son of Abraham, whom Hagar, the Egyptian, Sarah's servant, bore unto Abra- 
ham," 25:12 ; (7) the customary heading, " and these are the generations of Ish- 
mael," is strengthened by, " and these are the names of the children of Ishmael, by 
their names, according to their generations," and finally described by " these are the 
children of Ishmael, and these are their names," 25:12,13,16 ; (8) all that is really 
necessary in his material is : six words (out of thirteen) in 25:7 ; four words (out 
of ten) in vs. 8,9a,lla ; first three words (out of twelve) in vs. 12,13b, 14, 15 ; eight 
words (out of fifteen) in 17; first three words (out of nine) in vs. 19,20a, [a verse 
which, B omitted], 26b; 26:34sq.; six words in 27:46a, and six words in 27:46b (or 
twelve out of twenty-one) ; 28:l-5a,8,9 (omitting the last clause) ; that is, only fif- 
teen verses out of twenty-five. 



* I myself should not call It characteristic of P. 
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5) Gold and lifeless. Nothing but a register of deaths, births and marriages, 
as follows: (1) deaths; (a) Abraham's, 25:7-10 ; (b) Ishmael's, 25:17; (2) births; 
(a) Ishmael's twelve children, 25:12-15 ; (b) Isaac's two children ; (3) marriages; 
(a) Isaac and Eebekah, 25:20; (b) Esau with Judith and Basemath, 26:34; (c) 
Jacob goes to find a wife, 28:1-5 ; (d) Esau with Mahalath, 28:6-9. 

5. MATERIAL. 

1) Duplicates. (1) Isaac bestows his blessing on Jacob (JE = 27:1-40 ; P = 
28:la,3sq.) ; (2) Jacob is sent away by his parents to Bebekah's people (JE = 27: 
41-45 ; P = 27:46 ; 28:lb,2,5). 

2) Differences. As usual, P knows nothing of family difficulties. (1) Jacob 
gets his blessing simply because he leaves home ; there is no cheating or rivalry 
between him and Esau. (2) Jacob leaves home simply because his parents do not 
wish him to marry in the neighborhood ; no hatred on the part of Esau, no fear 
on Jacob's part. 

3) Omissions. We find nothing in JE about (1) Abraham's death, (2) Sarah's 
death, (3) Ishmael's death. Some critics* think the first, at least, existed, but 
was omitted by E. 

6. THEOLOGY. 

This section of P contains no material of a theological nature. 

B. Element of J. 
1. VERSES ASSIGNED. 

25:5,llb,18a (Well., Kuen., Kitt., 25:l-6,llb; Del., 25:l-6,18,llb; K. and 
S., 1-5, lib, 18 to DH¥D) "> 24 [except 62, 67b and )£$ mC in 67a = E] 
(Well., Kuen., K. and S., give also 62 and 67b [except 1QN = 1*DK], claiming 
that there existed an account of Abraham's death immediately after v. 62. They 
also leave this chapter before 25, in its natural place. So also Del., who, however, 
omits 67b); 26:1b, first three words of 2,3a,7-14,16sq.,19-33 [first three words of 
1,2 beginning with "|J2N>1 , 6 = E ; 3b-5 = E d ; DiTON- • • -"D^O m la,15,18 
= E] (Well., la,15,18 = E a [JE] ; 2-5 = W ; Kuen., la,3b-5=E" ; 15,18 = E'[JE] ; 
Del., 26:1-33*= J, worked over by E, expanded by D 2 (E d ) in vs. 2-5, and supple- 
mented by E from E in vs. 6-33, specifically in 6,26, and 32; Kitt., 7sq.,26,28-33 

= E from E(?); 15,18 = E; K and S., DPfOK "D^O in vs. l,2b,3b-5,15, 

18 = E ; otherwise all these critics assign 26:1-33 to J) ; 25:21-34 [except 26c = 
P2, and traces of E in 25,27] (Well., 24-26ab = E(?J; Kuen., Bud., K. and S., all 
agree with Dill. ; Del., 24-26ab,27-34 may be E or J) ; 27:l-45[= JE ; J is found, 
though not separable in (7),15,(20),24-27,30a to *2pyi HN > 35-38,44b or 45a« , 



* See Dill., Oen., 5th ed., p. 302, under 66sq. 
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etc. See E below] (Well., J apparent in 7,20,24-27,30a,33sq.; so Del., adding a 
trace of J in 46; so Kitt., adding 15 in part, 29b,35-38,45, but omitting 33sq.; 
K. and S., la,2-4a,5-10,14sq.,17,18a,20,24-27, last three words in 28,29b-32 
[except 30 V3K----"IK 'fTU 35-39a,40-43,45 = J ; all the rest = E, except 
46 = E). 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

"Abraham gives all his property to Isaac, who settles down at Beer-lahai-roi. 
Being old and prosperous, Abraham adjures his steward not to take a wife for 
Isaac from the Canaanites, but from his own family. The servant takes a solemn 
oath to comply with these conditions, and sets out for Aram-naharaim, to the 
city of Nahor (Abraham's brother). Then follows a long and detailed description 
of the interview with Rebekah and her return with the servant to become Isaac's 
wife. Isaac takes her to the house and marries her. He moves to Gerar, where 
Yahweh appears to him and renews his covenant made with Abraham. Rebekah 
he represents as a sister, fearing lest the people may kill him because of her 
beauty. After some days, Abimelech, the king of Gerar, notices that the relations 
between Isaac and Rebekah are too familiar to be merely fraternal. He reproves 
him for a misrepresentation which might have led to sinful consequences ; but 
issues a proclamation to his people to let this man and wife alone. Isaac devotes 
himself to agriculture, and is so successful that he arouses the jealousy of the 
king. He is thus compelled to move to the valley of Gerar, where his servants 
find a spring ; the shepherds of Gerar, however, contest their right to its use. 
The same thing is repeated at their second attempt to procure water ; but when 
the third well is dug there is no trouble. From there Isaac goes to Beer-sheba, 
where Yahweh appears and comforts him ; he builds an altar. King Abimelech 
and his commander-in-chief, Phichol, come to him, and desire to make an alliance 
with him, which he accepts. Then his servants find a well which he calls Slwbah ; 
hence the name of the place, Beer-sheba. Rebekah being childless, Isaac prays to 
Yahweh, who hears him, and Rebekah conceives. Twins are to be born, who 
will continually strive for supremacy, but the elder will be subject to the younger. 
In the fullness of time, the first child comes out red and hairy, and they call it 
Esau ; the other comes out holding his brother by the heel, hence his name Jacob. 
As they grew up, Esau became a hunter ; while Jacob was a shepherd. Isaac 
loved Esau, but Rebekah preferred Jacob. 

" Once, when Jacob was boiling pottage, Esau comes in from the chase very 
tired, and requests some. Jacob says, ' Sell me your birthright for it.' Esau 
replies, ' I am at the point to die ; what profit shall the birthright do to me ? ' 
Jacob makes the bargain sure by an oath, and gives the pottage to his brother, 
who, having satisfied his appetite, departs, despising his birthright."* 



* Ch. 27 will be considered by itself, p. 273sq. 
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3. LANGUAGE 

1) Old Words. 

(1) D'D'a JO (24:1). 

(2) mrv (24: 1,3,7,12,21,26,27 twice, 31,34,40,42,44, 

48 twice, 50,51,52,56; 25:21,22,23; 26:2,12,22,24,25, 
28,29; 27:7,20,27). 

(3) D't? (24:2,9,33,47; 27:37). 

(4) KJ (24:2,12,14,17,23,42,43,45; 25:30; 26:28; 
27:2,3,9,19,21,26). 

(5) ri^lDI pX (24:4,7). 

(6) OJK (24 : 3, 13, 24, 27, 34, 37, 42, 43 ; 25 : 22,30,32 ; 
26: 24 twice; 27:19). 

(7) DID (24:15,45; 27:4,33). 

(8) JH' (= sexual intercourse) (24:16). 

(9) ,l ?1K (24:5,39; 27:12). 

(10) J A (24:6; 26:7,9). 

(11) DT .(24:9; 26:29). 

(12) *nX1pS (24:17,65). 

(13) JlS (24:23,25,54). 

w by -my (24: 30). 

(15) fim (24:31). 

(16) nOlH (24:14,44). 

(17) inn (24:18,46; 27:20). 

(18) D'JJT KSyj (24:63,64). 

(19) Sn« (24:67; 25:27; 26:25). 

(20) I 1 ? 1 (with father) (25:3). 

(21) inm (25:21). 

(22) t]Dty (26:8). 

(23) DSTO pUJH (26:22). 

(24) 112^3 (26:24; 27:4,10,19,31). 

(25) n3TD (24:25). 

(26) ;VO m3 (26:28). 

(27) nnjT (26:29; 27:3,8,36,43). 

(28) npaa oatyn <26:3i). 

(29) p-hp (25:30:26:33). 

(30) Slpa JTDt? (27:8,13,43). 

(31) ■]« (27:13,30). 

(32) DJ + pers. pron. (27 : 31,34,38). 
(33>npyX (27:34). 

(34) njpD (26: 14 twice). 

(35) 1AJM26:15). 

(36) 1An (26: 15,18 twice, 19,21,22,32). 

2) New Words. 

(1) "iS IDtSTI (24:6): cf. 31:24,29; Ex. 10:28; 
19:12; 34:12; and often in Deut. 

(2) DDt? (for *]rO) (24:15,45): Of. 9:23; 21:14; 
48:22; 49:15; Ex. 12:34. 

(3) mOD MD (24:16; 26:7). 



OF JE,* OK J. 

(4) irSsn (24:21,40,42,56): cf. 39:2,3,23. 

(5) -\OU ntyjr (24:12,14,49): cf. 40:14: 47:29; 
Ex. 20:6; 34:6,7. 

(6) ITOK1 HOn (24:27,49): cf. 47:29; Ex. 34: 6. 

(7) ninntSTIl Tip (24:26,48): cf. 43:28; Ex.4: 
81; 12:27:34:8. 

(8) "iny (25:21): cf. Ex. 8:4,5,24,25,26; 9:28; 
10:10,17. 

(9) DX 1 ? (25: 23 thrice; 27:29). 

(10) ^HD (26:27): cf. 40:7; Ex. 2:18; 3:3; 5: 
14; 18:14; Jos. 17:14. 

(11) D"iy HJ (26:9,16): cf. 38 : 17,20,23 ; Ex. 23 : 
19; 34:26. 

(12) t?t?D (27:12,21,22): cf. 81: 34,37; Ex. 10:21. 

(13) Kh'fl (27:28,36): cf. Num. 18:12. 

(14) DDt5> (27:41): cf. 49: 23; 50:15. 

(15) ^Di? (27:45): cf.31:38;42:36;43:14 twice; 
Ex. 23:26. 

(16) HI (used adverbially) (25:22,32; 27:20,21, 
24,36). 

(17) inN (as verb) (24: 56): cf.32:5;34:19;Ex. 
22:28. 

3) Bark Words. 

(1) mpn (24:12; 27:20). 

(2) KDJ (24:17). 

(3) nxntra (24: 21). 

(4) niJIJD (24:53). 

(5) ni.^n (24:65). 

(6) typX (24:65). 

(7) rj'j; (25:29,30). 

(8) oybn m-.m. 

(9) DnjJtS? (26:12). 

(10) nn3j? (26:14). 

(11) DDD (26:15,18). 

(12) pwy (26:20). 
(13).ySj? (27:3). 

(14) D'D^QD (27:4,7,9,17). 

o&) ynynn (27: 12). 
ae) rnnn (27:15). 

(17) DpSn (27:16). 

(18) 'JDtTO (27:28,39). 
(lTOKIAK (27:33,37). 
(20)T"iri (27:40). 

(21) pIS (27:40). 

(22) ^yi. (24:11). 

(23) nbvX (27:36). 

(24) nmna (27:35): cf. 34:13. 



* E being doubtful and brief in this section, the vocabularies of JE are considered together. 
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4. style of je. 
It is — 1) Free and flowing. (1) There is not found a formal statement in the 
entire narrative, although the aim, of course, is the same as that of P, viz., to 
describe the origin of Jacob and Esau and their relation one to another. "We 
may note (a) how gracefully Eebekah is introduced (ch. 24) ; (b) how the whole 
future history of Israel and Edom is summed up in the few words of the oracle 
(25:23) ; (c) how the character of the two boys is depicted in a story (25:29-34) ; 
(d) how thrilling is the manner in which Jacob obtains his blessing ; and (e) how, 
after all, this is only the writer's method of sending him to Aram. (2) There is 
order, to be sure, in this material, but no system. We feel from the very start 
(25:23) that Jacob is the hero ; still Esau is kept in sight. He appears as a side- 
light all along, and is at last brought into reconciliation with his brother (32: 
4sq.). (3) The transition from one topic to another is easy, scarcely noticeable; 
e. g., (a) ch. 24 begins with Abraham, but we are soon lost in Isaac's courtship 
by proxy; (b) a step changes Rebekah's girlhood into maternity, and thus, 
naturally enough, we are introduced to Jacob, the most important of all the 
patriarchs. 

2) Full of stories. These may merely be indicated : (1) Abraham's servant 
and Rebekah (24) ; (2) Rebekah's hard maternity (25:21-23) ; (3) Esau and Jacob 
as children (25:24-28); (4) Jacob gets the birthright (25:29-34); (5) Rebekah in 
Gerar* (26:6-11) ; (6) Isaac's experiences in Philistia (26:12-33) ; (7) Jacob obtains 
the blessing (27: 1-40) ; (8) his flight to Laban (27: 41-45). 

3) Dramatic, poetic, picturesque. Only a few out of many points may be cited : 
(1) the presentation of material through conversation; e. g., (a) Abraham's ideas 
on intermarriage, as well as his utter separation from his birthplace, could not 
be more emphatically expressed than in the solemn talk between him and his serv- 
ant (24:2-9); (b) the servant's talk; his prayerful soliloquy, his inquiries of 
Rebekah, and her artless answers, his direct and pointed story to her parents ; (c) 
the business-like speech of Laban and Bethuel, Laban's welcome (v. 31), the 
acceptance of the proposal (vs. 50,51), the effort to detain Rebekah (vs. 55-58) ; (d) 
Jacob's bargain with Esau (25:29-32); (e) the account of the blessing, Isaac and 
Esau (27:1-4), Rebekah and Jacob (vs. 6-13), Jacob and Isaac (vs. 19-21), Esau 
and Isaac (vs. 31-40), Rebekah's last words to Jacob (vs. 42-45). (2) Human 
nature depicted : (a) The servant in his prayer shows a calm confidence that 
Yahwehwill "act kindly" to his master; (b) as soons as he learns the parent- 
age of the girl he feels confident of success, and thanks Yahweh ; (c) Laban's 
hospitality, unbounded — but due to the rich character of the gifts bestowed upon 
his sister ; (d) business before pleasure ; for the servant refuses to eat till he has 
told his errand ; (e) the servant's story is a masterpiece of simplicity and shrewd- 



* Here the order of the chapter Is followed. 
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ness: he touches but briefly on salient points, but is careful to tell just what 
would attract his listeners, and to omit what would arouse their prejudice or 
ridicule. Note how he expands Abraham's possessions ; " flocks and cattle, and 
silver and gold, men-servants, maid-servants, and camels and asses " (24:35) ; 
Isaac's providential birth, " HfiJpf HtlN " (v. 36) ; Abraham speaks of his 
" land and birthplace " (v. 4) ; the servant invariably speaks of the closer family 
ties, " my family and my father's house " (v. 38) ; he omits the injunction " not to 
take Isaac back ;'' (f ) the rough humor of Esau is characteristic : " I am going to 
die anyway, what profit shall the birthright do to me ? " (25:32) ; (g) the sly invent- 
iveness of Eebekah. (3) Descriptive touches : (a) time of day ; cf . " at the time of 
evening" (24:11); "in the morning" (24:54); " at the even-tide " (24:63); "the 
same night" (26:24); "they arose early in the. morning" (26:31); (b) manner of 
action, as seen in "let down thy pitcher that I may drink" (24:14); "with her 
pitcher on her shoulder" (24:15); "she let down her pitcher upon her hand" 
(24:18); "she emptied her pitcher and ran again" (24:20); "he stood by the 
camels at the fountain " (24:30) ; " he ungirded the camels, and gave, etc." (24:32) ; 
" I put the ring upon her nose, and the bracelets upon her hands " (24:47) ; " that 
I may turn to the right hand or to the left " (24:49) ; " he lifted up his eyes and saw " 

(24:63,64); "looked out at a window" (26:8); "take thy weapons go out to 

the field, and take me venison" (27:3); "lifted up his voice and wept" (27:38). 

(4) Dramatic coincidences: "Before he had done speaking, Eebekah came out" 
(24:15) ; Isaac is out in the field, when Eebekah arrives (24:63) ; Eebekah hap- 
pens to hear Isaac's instructions to Esau (27:5); Jacob was yet scarcely gone 
out, when Esau came (27:30). (5) Words and actions indicative of character: (a) 
the faithfulness of Abraham's servant is seen in his prayer (24:12-14) ; his thank- 
fulness to God for his success (24:26,27,52) ; his desire to return immediately 
(24:54,56) ; (b) the character of Eebekah is clearly presented : she is kindly, offer- 
ing her service to a stranger (24:18,19) ; active, for she hastens and runs (24:18, 
20) ; direct and explicit, in answering questions (24:24,25,58) ; modest, veiling her 
face when first meeting Isaac (24:65b); pious, going to seek God in trouble 
(25:22b) ; ingenious, looking for every favorable opening for her favorite son (27: 
6-10; 11,15,16; 42-45). 

4) Characterized by puns. (1) Esau, because hairy ; (2) Jacob, because hold- 
ing the heel; (3) Edom, because of the red pottage; (4) pHlfp \)H)P (26:8); 

(5) Eehoboth, because God made broad (26:22) ; (6) Esek, because they had trouble 
with him (26:20); (7) Beer-sheba, because of the "seven." (8) Esau bitterly 
remarks that " Jacob is well named, because he had supplanted him " (27:36). 

5) Prophetic. (1) God guides the servant in making a right choice of the 
woman who is to be Israel's mother ; (2) Abraham had faith to believe that God 
would do so ; (3) readiness to serve is the sure sign of a right heart ; (4) Isaac's 
prayer is answered ; (5) God watches over Isaac and Eebekah, though they have 
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foolishly exposed themselves to danger; (6) Isaac prospers in spite of trouble 
with the Philistines, because Yahweh is with him ; (7) in spite of imperfections 
of the patriarchs, God works out his great plans through them. 

5. MATERIAL. 

1) Under J, as such, we have to consider only ch. 26, of which vs. 6-11 
are claimed to be a duplicate not only of ch. 20 (= E), but also of 12:10-20 
(= J), (l) In a comparison with ch. 20, the points of contact are, (a) the place, 
Gerar; (b) the king, Abimelech; (c) a, patriarch representing his wife as a sister; (d) 
because of fear for his life on account of his wife's beauty ; (e) Abimelech, on 
discovering the deception, blames the patriarch for his conduct ; (f ) the patriarch 
explains that he acted in self-defense. (2) Noticeable differences are, (a) according 
to E it is Abraham and Sarah ; according to J, Isaac and Rebekah ; (b) E makes 
the danger of the woman actual; J, only possible; (c) according to E, Abimelech 
learns the fact of her true relation to the patriarch by God's appearing in a dream; 
but in J he finds it out casually, by looking through the window ; (d) consist- 
ently enough, J omits the part about presents given to the patriarch, the infliction 
of disease on the king and household, and the prayer of the patriarch for their 
restoration. 

2) When compared with J's other account, (1) few and feeble points of con- 
tact are to be noticed, as (a) a patriarch and wife sojourn in a strange land ; (b) 
they represent themselves as brother and sister ; (c) the king of the land,on learn- 
ing the deceit, censures the husband, who pleads self-defense as an excuse. (2) 
The points of divergence, on the other hand, are many and marked : (a) in ch. 26, 
the place is Gerar in Philistia ; in 12, Egypt; (b) here it is Eebekah and Isaac; 
there, Sarah and Abraham ; (c) here the women is never separated from her hus- 
band ; there she is actually taken to the Egyptian court ; (d) Pharaoh discovers 
the reality by plagues ; Abimelech, by observation ; (e) the Egyptian naturally 
makes recompense ; the Philistine has no occasion to do this ; (f ) Pharaoh sends 
the deceitful couple out of his borders ; Abimelech issues a proclamation " not to 
touch the man and his wife."* 

3) The following remarks may be included here : (1) It is highly improbable 
that the three accounts before us are of three different events ; for it is unreason- 
able to suppose that Abraham would repeat such a disastrous experiment, or that 
Isaac would not have profited by his father's double experience. (2) The ques- 
tions which relate to the age of the venerable women concerned in the stories, 
increase the difficulties enormously. (3) It will be noticed that J's stories have 
practically nothing more in common than the palming off a wife for a sister ; 
while E's anecdote closely resembles both of the others. In other words, E is the 
connecting link : from the story of Eebekah and Abimelech (ch. 26) there was 



' Isaac is dismissed from Gerar, but later and for a different cause (26:16). 
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developed the story of Sarah and Abimelech (ch. 20), which in turn became that 
of Sarah and Pharaoh (ch. 12). (4) It is well to remember that even if Moses was 
the author of these stories, they are not the records of an eye-witness, but received 
traditions, which, passing from mouth to mouth, necessarily underwent certain 
changes and modifications from generation to generation. These varied versions 
often became in the course of time independent stories, if the changes became too 
essential and too great to look at them as mere variations of the same theme. 
This seems to explain the double story of J. (5) Ch. 26 bears all the marks of 
originality : (a) it is the briefest ; (b) it is the simplest ; (c) it contains nothing 
supernatural ; (d) it has nothing strange in it ; (e) there is no attempt at edifica- 
tion (or undeserved glorification of the patriarch). 

4) It is also to be noted that vs. 26-33 are a duplicate of 21:22-32 (= E) : (1) 
for points of resemblance, see under " Material," p. 263 ; (2) for points of differ- 
ence, see " Material " on p. 263-4. But in addition, the following points may be 
mentioned : (3) in ch. 26, Isaac receives his would-be allies very coldly at first, 
and hints that they have not treated him well ; while Abraham is very ready to 
make a treaty ; (4) with Isaac, they remain over night ; (5) Abraham gives Abim- 
elech seven sheep ; (6) the first two points, viz., the names of the king and chief 
commander, being the same, and the different origin assigned to Beer-sheba, seem 
sufficient to make the stories come from different authors. But add to these the 
minor points of difference enumerated above, and note the fact that the first story 
uses D'iYW > while the second has niPf' i and the case becomes still more 
clear. 

C. The Element of I! (or better, JE). 

1. VERSES ASSIGNED. 

25:l-4[6 = R] (Well.,(?) Bud., Kuen., Del., Kitt., agree in assigning 1-6 to J.; 
K. and S., 1-5 = J, 6 = R) ; 25:25*,27* [fragments] (Well., 24sq.(?) ; Bud., Kuen., 
K. and S., no trace of E in 25 ; Del., J or E.; Kitt., 27sq. = E and J in common; 
25,26a = E); 26:1*,2*,6 (Well., Kuen., Kitt., K. and S., no trace of E.; Del., 
traces in 26,32a) ; 27:1-45 in part [especially 21-23,30b,33sq.. ; 44b = 45ax, one of 
which = E] (Well., l,18,21-24,28,30b,35-38 = E ; so Kuen., Del.; Kitt., lb,4,ll,13, 
15 partly, 18, 21-23, 28, 30b, 33b, 34, 42 ; K. and S., lb beginning ION*") (after 
^TlUn)) 4b,ll-13,16,18b beginning with »3N , 19,21-23,28a,29a,30a3,33,34,39b,44). 

2. SYNOPSIS* OF CHAPTER 27.+ 

" Isaac, being old and blind, calls his favorite son, Esau, and tells him to take 
some game and prepare it according to his taste, and in return he will give him 
his final blessing. Rebekah, overhearing the conversation, calls Jacob, her son, 



* The synopsis here given takes no notioe of its composite nature. 

t The few other doubtful verses of E may well be disregarded, since they contain only the 
names of Keturah's ohildren, which she bore to Abraham. 
*6 
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and informs him that Esau is about to receive the paternal blessing. She com- 
mands him to go to the flock and get two young kids, and she will prepare them 
for his father. He will take them in, and receive the blessing. Jacob objects 
that the blind father may feel him, and thus discover that he lacks the hair char- 
acteristic of Esau's skin, and, if thus caught, he will be cursed rather than blessed. 
His mother assures him that she will assume the responsibility of the curse, if he 
will only do as she bids him. He complies. (The remainder of the story may be 
passed over.) By this deception Jacob secures the patriarchal blessing ; Esau is 
indignant and determines to kill Jacob. Eebekah sends him away to her brother 
in Haran, where he is to remain till Esau becomes calmer, when she will send for 
him." 

[Bemark. The language and style of ch. 27 were considered under J, since the 
prophetic writers are so similar in these respects as to make it impossible, in this 
case, to discern their elements, except in so far as " Material " is concerned.] 

5. MATERIAL OF CHAPTER 27. 

1) The composite character of this story is evident, because (1) JT)fT occurs 
three times (vs. 7,20,27), D'H^N is found in 28. (2) Unnecessary v even inexplicable, 
repetition occurs : (a) vs. 18,19 tell of Isaac's asking Jacob, " Who art thou, my 
son?" and of Jacob's replying, "lam Esau, thy first-born;" (b) in vs. 21-23, 
Isaac, still incredulous, feels Jacob, and is satisfied that it is Esau, " and so he 
blessed him." The whole matter, then, is settled. But in v. 24, Isaac asks again, 
"Art thou my son Esau?" and Jacob says "I am." Then in v. 26, Isaac says, 
"Draw near and kiss me, my son," and then he blesses him, saying, " The smell 
of my son is like the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed;" (c) in vs. 33, 
34, Isaac tells Esau that somebody else got the blessing, and Esau cries bitterly 
and asks to be blessed also ; in vs. 37,38, we have the same thing repeated : 
Isaac enumerates the blessings bestowed on Jacob, and says, " What now can I do 
for thee f" Esau replies, " Bless me too, my father !" and lifts up his voice and cries. 
These facts are sufficiently similar and at the same time different enough to 
warrant the conclusion that B has combined two accounts. 

2) It is true on the other hand that it is not possible from these duplicate 
statements to make two complete and consistent stories. The introductory part 
(vs. 1-14) and the conclusion (vs. 41-45) are probably drawn from one of the 
sources, or else are so thoroughly combined, that their distinctive marks are 
obliterated. 

3) This chapter, it must be confessed, furnishes a strong argument against 
the analysis not only because of the lack of agreement among the critics, but also 
because it is impossible to make out two accounts ; but the case is not so bad if 
only the work of B is admitted. Similar work has often been found ; yet here he 
seems to have treated his original materials more freely than usual. 
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XII. The Analysis of Gen. 28:10-33:17. 

[Subjects: (1) Jacob's dream and vow; (2) his marriage with Leah and 
Eachel ; (3) marriage with Bilhah and Zilpah ; (4) birth of eleven sons and Dinah ; 
(5) his share in the flocks of Laban ; (6) trouble with Laban ; (7) he elopes, is 
overtaken, makes a treaty ; (8) his meeting with Esau.] 

A. The Element of P. 
1. VERSES. 
29:24,29 (K. and S., also 28b); 30:4a,9b(?) (K. and S., give both to J); 31:18 
(K. and S., first clause of 18 = E). 

a. SYNOPSIS. 
[The fact of Jacob's marriage with Leah and Eachel is not formally told; 
probably omitted by R, who gives the fuller prophetic account]. " — And Laban 
gave Zilpah to Leah, and Bilhah to Rachel, as servants. Bilhah is given by her 
mistress to Jacob ; so also Zilpah by Leah. Then Jacob collects his possessions 
in order to go back to his father in Canaan." 

3. LANGUAGE.* 
Old Words. 

a) ts^i . (3) dis pa . 

(2) BoS (twice). (4) JJJJJ J1X— all of them in 81:18. 

L STYLE. 

Brief and broken as the material is, it still bears the imprint of P in that it is 
verbose and repetitious; e. g., (1) 29:24b adds nothing; (2) so 29:29b can be omitted 
without loss; (3) all that is needed of 31:18a is IBOI ^D DN JHJ'I > ^ the 
last two words of the verse might also be left out, so that only eight words 
out of twenty-one are necessary. 

5. MATERIAL. 

In this case, what is to be said may best be put in the form of remarks. 

1) It is evident that we do not have three complete accounts of Jacob's 
sojourn in Laban's house ; and yet, if there existed separate documents, each must 
have contained some account of Jacob's marriage with Leah and Rachel and with 
their servants. But 

2) It must be remembered that whatever may have been the modus operandi 
of R, he never records a duplicate account of simple facts.f In this case, why 
should he narrate three times, in as many words, that Jacob married such and 
such women ? It would be the height of absurdity to do this. He accordingly 
takes the fullest and most satisfactory account, which here happens to be from E. 



* There being but/eu> verses, and some of these doubtful, no new words are found, and but 
four old words. 

+ This will explain such an omission as the birth and naming of Esau and Jacob from P's 
story before 25:26b. 
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3) Yet 31:18 (the only verse which bears the undoubted stamp of P) not only 
can be omitted, since it is practically a duplicate of v. 21a, but is entirely out of 
keeping with the general tenor of the story. (1) Four expressions are unmistak- 
ably characteristic of P, being such as occur repeatedly in his material. (2) Its 
very repetitious character breaks in on the smooth, graceful style of the narrative 
as a whole. (3) After the prophetic writer has told us of Jacob's determination 
to return to his "native land " (v. 13), and that he was encouraged by his wives 
to obey the divine command, he would scarcely insert in 18b the utterly useless 
words " to come to Isaac his father, to the land of Canaan ;" especially when the 
exciting episode about Uraphim occurs in the next verse (19). 

4) As usual, P knows nothing about family troubles : Jacob went to Paddan 
to get a wife; he returns after accomplishing his purpose, but not because of 
Laban's ill-treatment. 

6. THEOLOGY. 

The absence of the theological element is quite conspicuous : (1) The daily 
life of the patriarchs (with the exception of a few special and formal theophanies) 
is barren of all religious worship. (2) This is especially noticeable in the case of 
Jacob : he leaves home to seek for the wife who is to be the mother of Israel ; he 
sojourns many years in the land from which Abram was by special command sent 
away ; he marries according to the instruction of his parents, and begets the chil- 
dren who are to become the tribes of Israel ; — still no sacrifice or offering is made 
to God for his providential care, not even a prayer is addressed to the Deity. (3) 
Nor does God, on his part, descend to take part or interest in human affairs ; He 
gives no encouragement to Jacob as he leaves home, nor does he send any word 
to him to return. 

B. The Element of J. 

1. VERSES ASSIGNED. 

28: 10, 13-16, 19a, (21b), [19b, 21b = E] (Well, denies 10 ; 19b, 21b = E d ; Kuen., 
13-16,21b = E d ; 19b = E ; Del., like Dill., exc. 10 = E ; 21b = J ; Kitt., like Dill., 
but makes also 11a = JE ; K. and S., like Dill., exc. 10 = E) ; 29: 2-15a, 26, 31-35 
(So Kitt. ; Well., only 26,31-35 = J : Kuen. gives no analysis of 29 sq. ; Del., like 
Dill., exc. 26 ; K. and S., like Dill., exc. 14b-15a = E) ; '30:3b,4sq.,7sq,[4a,9b = E?] 
9-16, 20b, 22c, 24b [21 =E or J; 22aK = P 2 (?)], 25-43 [exc. 26,28 = E] (Well., 9-16, 
20b,24, 25-43 [exc. fragments in 25-30, and 32-34 = E, also perhaps 40a exc. the 
first three words, and ni^pDH- • ■ -1DIT1 in 39 ; pftnvf?- • • .DinpE^ ™ 38 = 
gloss] ; Kuen., no analysis ; Del., no analysis of 1-24, but distinguished by name 
of Deity; 25-43 = J, with fragments from E ; Kitt., 3b,4sq,7,9-16,20b,24b,25,27, 
29-43; K. and S., like Dill., exc. 5,8,26,28 = E); 31:1,3,21 in part, 25,27*,46*,48*- 
50[46b,48a = E from J elsewhere ; 47 = gloss, or perhaps from E elsewhere] (Well., 
l,3,25a,27,38-40,46,48a,50*Qpy* in 46,47,48b,49 exc. nflSDHl > 50 fr °m PK °n = 
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R]; Kuen., in practical agreement with Dill, and Well.; Del., 1-3,25, traces in 
26-28,46, [47 = E],48,49 exc. 1QN 1£'N nfilfDiTl = K . 5 4; Kitt., 1,3,25,27 ,51sq. 
[exc. rDVO = g loss 3 ; K - alla s -' substantially like Dill.); 32: 4 -14a, 23 [33 = R] 
(Well., 4-9,14a[10-13 = E"j,23-33; so Kuen., exc. 23sq. not mentioned; Del., like 
Dill., but adds 2sq. (sic?); Kitt., like Kuen., but omits 4; K. and 8., like Dill., 
but adding 25-32) ; 33 : 1-17 [exc. 4* ,5,11a = E] (so practically all). 

a. SYNOPSIS. 

" Jacob starts from Beer-sheba for Hainan. Yahweh renews to him the promise 
of numerous descendants, and assures him of His constant presence. On awaking 
Jacob feels that Yahweh is in that place, and so he names it Beth-El.* He then 
notices flocks around a well, which is covered with a great stone requiring the 
strength of all the shepherds to move it. On learning that they are from Haran 
he inquires for Laban. He is told that Rachel will soon be there with her father's 
flocks. When she appears, Jacob removes the stone, waters her cattle, and intro- 
duces himself. Laban, hearing of his arrival, receives him cordially ; but he must 
marry the older daughter before the younger can be given him. [So he marries 
them both.]t Yahweh, seeing that Leah is not so much loved as her sister, makes 
her fruitful, while Rachel remains childless. Leah gives birth to Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi and Judah. Rachel offers Bilhah to Jacob, and Dan and Naphtali are born. 
Then Leah gives Zilpah to Jacob, and Gad and Asher are born. Reuben finds 

some mandrakes, for which his mother secures Jacob's attentions for a night 

Zebulun is then born ; [but Godf] also opens Rachel's womb, and Joseph is born. 
2fow Jacob's wish is to return home; but Laban desires him to stay. Jacob 
reminds his father-in-law of his faithful work as a shepherd, and that it is time to 
do something for himself and family. A bargain is finally made that Jacob shall 
remain as shepherd, and get such lambs as may be spotted. Laban removes all 
such sheep of the flocks left in Jacob's charge, and separates them from him by 
putting them in his son's care, at a distance of three days' journey. But by a 
trick Jacob succeeds in securing so many spotted lambs that he soon becomes 
rich. Laban's sons begin to murmur that Jacob is getting all their father's 
property. Yahweh advises Jacob to go back to his father's home, and so he steals 
away. But Laban overtakes him, and demands an explanation of his strange 
conduct. Matters are explained, and a stone-heap is erected as a witness between 
them. Jacob then sends messengers to Esau to greet him. They return with the 
announcement that Esau is coming with an army of four hundred men. Jacob is 
greatly frightened, and divides his camp in two, so that, if Esau destroys one, the 
other may escape. He then offers a fervent prayer reminding Yahweh of His 
promise of innumerable posterity. He rises in the night and takes his family 



* Cf. P's version, 35:6,9-15. 

t This has to be supplied from E. 

*7 
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across the Yabbok. He notices that Esau and his men are coming ; he places 
each mother with her children separately, Rachel and Joseph in the safest position 
(i. 6. hindermost), while he himself takes the most perilous station, going foremost. 
He approaches Esau in great humility, falling seven times on the ground ; next 
the servants and their children do the same, also Leah and her little ones, and 
finally Joseph and Rachel. Esau is finally induced to receive the present sent him, 
and he offers to proceed together with Jacob. The latter refuses this and other 
favors ; so that Esau returns to Seir, while Jacob goes to Succoth." 



1) Old Words. 

(1) niiT (28:13,16,21; 29:31,32,33,35; 30:24,27, 
30; 31:3,49; 32:10. 

(2) ....by 3XJ (28:13): cf. 18:2. 

(3) ....3 -|"OJ (28:14). 

(4) '3JK (28:15,16; 30:3,30; 32:12). 

(5) "TttOpS (29:13; 30:16; 32:7). 

(6) inJTI (29:32,33,34,35:30:5,7). 

(7) njlj? (29:34; 30 :30; 32:5,11). 

(8) Dysn (29:34,35). 

(9) \3-hy (29: 34,35; 81: 48; 33 : 10,17). 

(10) XJ (30: 14,27; 32: 12; 33: 10 twice, 14,15). 

(11) '131 jn SSa (30:27; 32:6; 33:8,10,15). 

(12) ^3 (30:27). 

(13) mpD (29:7; 30:29; 33:17). 

(14) WW , JVty (30:36,40,41,42; 31:21; 32:13; 
33:2). 

(15) JVtSlD fatherland (31 : 3; 32: 10). 

(16) p3J?(=I) (32:5,11). 



3. LANGUAGE. 

(3) TTJ? (29: 2 twice, 3,8; 30: 40; 32: 17 twice, 20): 
nowhere else in Hex. 

(4) bbi (29:3,8,10): cf. 43:18; Jos. 5:9; 10:18. 

(5) rND(29:4): cf. 42: 7; Num.ll:13; Jos.2:4. 

(6) Ti22 relative (29:14): cf. 37:27. Outside, 
rare. P = "IK/3 1JW . 

(7) WTll (30:27): cf.44:5twice;15twice;Num. 
23:23; 24:1. But also Lev. 19:26; Dt. 18:10. 

(8) Snj (33:14): cf. 47:17; Ex. 15:13. 



3) Rare and Poetic Words.* 

(1) SV3 (30: 37 twice, 38): nowhere else. 

(2) SjtynD (30:27). 

(3) "Ityp be early (30: 41,43). 

(4) tlBy be late (30: 42twice). 

(5) D2T being pressed (33: 13). 

(6) D3n (29:13; 33:4): cf. 48:10. Poetic (?). 

(7) Sn2 (30:8twice): very rare. 

(8) D'SniT (30; 14 twice, 15 twice, 16). 



(17) |lS (82:14,22). 

(18) D"Jj; HV1 (33:1). 

(19) Vr (32:23; 33:1,2,6,7,13,14). 

(20) nrriDS (33:15). 

(21) SnK (31:25). 

(22) ins (as verb) (82: 5). 

2) New Words.* 

(1) VIS (28:14;30:30,43): cf. 38:29; Ex. 1:12. 

(2) J3K (28:161: cf. Ex. 2:14. Outside, only in 
poetry. 

4. STYLE.* 

It is characterized by— 1) Ease and smoothness. (1) The transitions from one 
story to another, numerous as they are, are neither formal nor abrupt.? (2) The 



(9) 3D J name, express (30 : 28) : rare. 

(10) D'Dm (30:38,41): cf. Ex. 2:16. Bare. 

(11) #pnputupatenl(81:25twice): veryrare. 

(12) nSX (31 : 49) : nowhere else but in poetry. 

(13) OX 1 ? (33:14): nowhere else in Hexateuch. 
Very rare. 

(14) ni?jr K 1 ? [31 (29:26): cf. 34:7. Outside 
of Hexateuch only in 2 Sam. 13: 12. 



* Here JE words also are considered. 

t The first five of this list are "Altai- ?iey6[ieva, i.e., they occur in no other connection, though 
in the connection where they appear they may be repeated. 

t For the sake of brevity and compactness all that J and E have in common will be considered 
here. Special characteristics of E will be found in their proper place, p. 283. 

§ This point needs no illustration. 
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various incidents are naturally, even logically, arranged; but there is no subor- 
dination of all to one central idea or purpose.* (3) While they all relate to 
important, if not critical, points in the patriarch's life, minor details are given due 
prominence.* 

2) Vivid description. (1) Conversational style: e. g., (a) Yahweh with Jacob 
(28:13-15) ; (b) Jacob's solemn soliloquy (28:16,17 [= E]t) ; (e) Jacob's vow (28:20 
-22 [= E]) ; (d) Jacob and the shepherds (29:4-8) ; (e) Jacob's bargain for Rachel 
(29:15,18,19 [= EJ) ; (f ) Jacob and Laban, after the cheating (29:25-27) ; (g) Eachel 
and Jacob — first outburst (30:lb,2[=E]); (h) Eachel and Leah, about the man- 
drakes (30:14b-16) ; (i) Jacob's business bargain with Laban (30:25b-34) ; (j) Jacob 
and his wives in the field (31:5-16 [=E]); (k) Laban's last quarrel with Jacob 
(31:26-32a,36-44[=E]); (1) the treaty at Gilead (31: 46 -53a); (m) Jacob and 
his messengers (32:5-7, 17b-21 [= E]); (n) Jacob's prayer (32:10-13); (o) Jacob 
and the angel (32:27-30 [=E]); (p) the two brothers meet again (33:5,8-15). 
(2) Human nature depicted; e. g., (a) Jacob vows to serve God, provided God will 
treat him well (28:20b-22[=E]); (b) Laban's deception of Jacob in the case of 
Leah (29:23,26) ; (c) Rachel's impetuosity ; Jacob's impatience (30:1,2 [=E]); (d) 
Leah makes the most of the mandrakes (30:15,16) ; (e) Jacob's contrivance (30: 
37-39,41]; (f) the consultation in secret (31:4b), Jacob's presentation of the case 
to his wives, the women favor him of course (31 :5-l 6 [all = E]); (g) the departure ; 
the father's pursuit ; blame and justification on both sides ; finally, peace estab- 
lished ;— a Shakspeare could not have made it more vivid ! (h) brotherly reconcil- 
iation, how touching! (33:4[=EJ); (i) Jacob's way of refusing Esau's company 
(33:13,15b). 

3) Poetic pictures and indications of time and season; e. g., (1) Jacob's first 
night on the road (28:10-16) ; (2) pastoral environs of Haran (29:2-9) ; (3) Jacob's 
first meeting with Rachel (29:10-12) ; (4) the world of romance in the few words, 
"And the seven years seemed unto him a few days, because of the love he had 
to her!" (29:20b); (5) the contrast, when Jacob's flocks meet Esau's men; 
(6) Jacob's "night of agony" at the "pass of Yabbok"(?); (7) the several 
divisions of Jacob's family, one after another, bowing silently before Esau, till 
his compassion is stirred; (8) the embrace of the two brothers ; (9) " the sun was 
set" (28:11 [=E]); (10) "in the evening" (29:23 [=E]); (11) "in the morning" 
(29:25 [= E]) ; (12) " in the days of wheat-harvest " (30:14) ; (13) " in the evening " 
(30:16); (14) "on the third day" (31:22[=E]); (15) "in the morning" (32:1 
[= E]) ; (16) " the day breaketh " (32:27 [= E]) ; (17) " the sun arose " (32:32 [= E]). 

4) Puns, or etymological derivations; as (1 ) Beth-el = God's house (28:17 = E ; 
16,19 = J); (2) pim = ♦JJDTRn (29:32); (3) pyQB> = yop (29:33); (4) 



* These points need no illustration. 

t Any point or illustration, when referring exclusively to E, will be indicated thus: [= E]. 
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i t> = nt» (29:34): (5) rnVT = HTIH (29:35); (6) p = »JJT (30:6); (7) 

♦'wisj = Tfrnsu («o:8) ; (8) -u = to (80:iu ; (9) -&>$ = news (8©:is) ■, 

(10) ")3^^ = 1D^ (30:18); (11) pfaf = ^3P (30:20); (12) fpy = t)DN 
(30:23 = E), or = fp» (30:24 = J) ; (13) -yfr| = -ty-^ (31:48) ; (14) p^O = 
HSV (31:49) ; (15) D\JTO = PUTO (32:3 = E) ; (16) ^JB = D»ff?N 'JS (82: 
31 = E); (17) ni3D = fOD (33:17); (18) ^l^ = D^tf DJ/ .TIP (32:28 
= E). 

5) Anthropomorphisms. (1) God appears frequently (28:13; 31:3). (2) Man 
is on familiar terms with his Creator, as seen in the fact that (a) Jacob promises 
service to God simply for services rendered by God to him (28:20-22 [=E]); (b) 
Yahweh distributes his blessings, as it were : Eachel, beautiful and beloved, is 
barren; while Leah, homely and disliked, is fruitful (29:31); (c) God comes to 
Laban to tell him not to maltreat Jacob. (3) Jacob fights and conquers an 
angel*(?) (32:25-28). 

6) Beligious instruction. (1) God watches over his children (28:13-15). (2) 
"Heaven's gate" is wherever a devout heart locates itself (28:17-18 [= E]). (3) 
The despised of man is often favored of God (29:31). (4) The righteous, while 
feeling that God's mercies are far above their deserts (32:11), are yet bold in 
prayer (32:12,13). 

5. MATERIAL. 

This will be considered under E. 

6. THEOLOGY. 

[Both J and E are here considered.] 

1) God's nearness to man. We need not enlarge upon this. Of. above, under 
" Style," 5) "anthropomorphism." 

2) Altars and religious worship are as old as humanity : Jacob raises a pillar 
and pours libations upon it (28:18 [= E]), and offers a sacrifice (2) (31:54). (This 
may mean simply killing for meat; the expression, however, is most naturally 
interpreted of sacrifice.) 

C. Element of E. 

1. VERSES ASSIGNED. 

28:llsq.,17-22 [19a (?) = JE; 19b,21b = R] (Well., 10-12,17sq.,20,21a,22 ; so 
Kuen.,andK. andS.; Del., like Dill. ; so Kitt.,exc. omitting 19,21b); 29:l,15b-30 
[exc. 24,29 = P2, and 26 = J] (Well., 1-30, exc. 24,[28b] ,29 = P2(?), and 26 = J ; 
Kuen., no analysis ; Del., like Dill., except 1 = J ; Kitt., like Dill. ; K. and S., like 
Dill., exc. they add 14b, 15a, and give also 28b to P) ; 30:l-3a,6,8,17-24,26,28 [exc. 



* This is the ordinary view. It must be noted, however, that (1) no angel is mentioned, but 
D'H^X twice (32: 29,31), and B>'N onoe (32: 25); (2) the celestial combatant could not overcome his 
earthly antagonist except by striking a blow on the thigh; (3) he desired to leave at daybreak; 
(4) he concealed his name. 
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20b,22c,24b = J ; 22a = P2 ; 21 = B or J ; 32-34 = E " hardly ;"] (Well., 1-8 [exc. 
3b and ^m nH2C ilii?2 in 7 = R]; 17-24 [exc. 20b,24b = J; 21 = R], 
fragments in 25-30, and 32-34; Kuen., no analysis, but is guided by D'rf^K > 
which gives 6,8,17sq.,20,22sq. = E, then 25-43 ; so Del., exc. 25-43 = J ; with frag- 
ments of E ; Kitt., practically like Dill. ; K. and S., like Well., but add 26,28, like 
Dill.); 31:2,4-17,19sq.,21*,22-24,26,28-45*,47*,51-54 [exc. 10,12, 2py> in 45; 
parts of 47,51-53 = R] (so Well., exc. adding 25b, and omitting 39-40; Kuen., 
practically like Well.; Del., 1-3 = J; 4-17,19-24 = E; 26-45 = E with parts 
of J ; 47,50-53 = E ; 54 = J ; Kitt., 2,4-9,11,13-17,19-21 ,22-44 [exc. 25 and 27], 45 
[exc. ipP'j, 46,48a,50,53 ; K. and S., like Dill., exc. 47 = R); 32:2sq., 4 partly, 
14b-22,24-32,[33 = R] (Well, and Kuen., 2sq.,14b-22; Del., like Dill., exc. 2sq. 
he assigns apparently to J, and adds 33 to E; Kitt., like Dill., exc. 25b-32; K. 
and S., l-3,14b-22,24); 33:4*,5,lla (so Well, and Kuen., but adding 8 ; Kitt., like 
Dill., except 5a; K. and S., 5 last clause, 11). 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

" On his way, Jacob puts up for the night in a certain place, where he dreams 
of steps reaching to heaven, on which God's angels go up and down. Jacob feels 
it must be a holy spot ; and so in the morning he makes the stone upon which 
he rested his head in the night, a pillar, and pours out libations upon it. He 
names the place Beth-el ; and vows that, if God will watch over him, he will 
establish His worship in this place and will give Him tithes of all his possessions. 
He then proceeds to the land of the sons of the east. [He comes to Laban*] and 
spends a month with him, at which time Laban proposes to pay him for his 
labor. Now Laban has two daughters; Leah, the elder, has weak eyes, but 
Rachel, the younger, is very beautiful. Jacob is in love with the latter, and 
offers seven years of labor for her hand. Laban is satisfied, but at the end of 
this time he substitutes Leah for Rachel. When Jacob discovers it in the 
morning, he demands Rachel. Laban agrees to give her also at the end of the 
week, provided Jacob will serve seven additional years. He does so; Rachel 
remaining the favorite. Rachel being childless, envies her fruitful sister, and 
feels that she must have children, or die. She gives her servant Bilhah to Jacob, 
and Dan and Kaphtali are born. Leah gives birth to two more children, Issachar 
and Zebulun. Then God remembers Rachel, and gives her Joseph. Jacob now 
proposes to take his family and depart from Laban, but the latter wishes to 
retain him at any cost. They finally agree that Jacob shall have a share in the 
flocks. He sees, however, that Laban's attitude toward him has changed; he 
calls Rachel and Leah to him in the field, narrates to them all his grievances, 
and also that an angel has told him in a dream to go home. The women, natu- 
rally enough, join with Mm and encourage him to leave; he departs without 



* This must be supplied from J. 
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telling Labaii. In addition, Eachel steals her father's teraphim. He crosses the 
river and flees toward Mt. Gilead. On the third day, Laban learns of the depart- 
ure, pursues with some friends, and on the seventh day overtakes Jacob at Mt. 
Gilead. But in a dream, God warns him not to treat Jacob unkindly* Laban 
asks Jacob to explain why he led away his daughters like war-captives, and did not 
permit their father to bid them farewell ; and, farther, why he stole his (Laban 's) 
gods. Jacob explains his sudden departure as due to his fear of Laban, and 
declares that the person in whose possession the gods shall be found, shall die. 
Though searched for, they are not found, because Eachel had put them in the 
camel's furniture and sat upon them. Laban failing to find them, Jacob blames 
him severely for his unjust suspicions, and reviews briefly all the past wrongs 
which he had endured. Laban proposes peace, and a heap of stones is raised up, 
which neither of them is ever to pass with evil purpose toward the other. They 
take an oath, and Jacob makes a sacrifice upon the mountain, and invites the 
company to a solemn feast. After spending the night here, Jacob proceeds on his 
way. Meeting a host of angels, he names the place Mahanaim. He then sends 
messengers and presents to Esau, instructing them to salute him and to tell him 
of his coming. During the night he sends all his household across the river, and, 
remaining alone, a man wrestles with him till morning ; unable to overcome him, 
he dislocates Jacob's hip-bone. Hence Jacob becomes Israel; and the angel 
blesses him. Though lame, he goes forward to meet Esau. The meeting is a 
pleasant and affectionate one. Jacob introduces his family, and asks his brother 
to receive his present." 

3. LANGUAGE. 
1) Old Words. (16) D'B> (28: 11,18 twice, 22; 31:34,37; 32:17). 

(1) JlV (28:11; 31:54). ( 17 > ^K (31: 33 five times, 34). 

(2) ip23 DDtyn (28:18; 32:1). < 18 ) W» (31:34,37). 

(3) DTI 1 ?* (28:12,17,20,21,22;30:2,6,17,18,20,22, < 19 > 1 ' "IDBTI (31:24,29). 
23; 31: 7,9,11,16 twice, 24,42,50; 32:2,3,29,31; 33:5, < 20 ' } 3 (31:24). 

U) _ (21) "pay (= humble servant) (32 : 19,21 ; 33 : 5). 

(4) nan (29:21; 30:1). (22) D J + pers. pron. (33 : 19). 

(5) p (30:6). (23)^;(33:5twice). 

(6) mn (30:2; 31:35,36). (24) B>DK (31:29,42). 

(7) nnni (30:17,19,23). (25) Vips ym w-.t). 

(8) Di'SH (30:20). (26) p- 1 ?^ (30:6). 

(9) jnj (= permit) (31 : 7). (27) ITZlin (31 : 37,42). 

(10) njpO (31:9,18). (28) JV"13 ITU (31:44). 

(11) D'V *W1 (81= 12 = 33:5). g) Nw WORDS 

(12) Hilt' (31:13,16,28,44). 

- 1 (1) ...a VIS (28:11; 32:2): cf. Num. 85: 19,21; 

(13) OJK (28: 20; 30: 1,2; 81: 13,38,39). : * " * 

,,,, „-,L,„ , v,. „. , . ,„, no , Jos. 2: 16; 19: 11 twice, 22. 26, 27, 34; but also Jos. 

(14) JYV71D (= birthplace) (31:13). 

(15) DDK (30:2;31:33). 16:7 = P. 



* This is the meaning of 81 :24b. Cf . v. 29, where he says, " I have the power to ill-treat you, 
but God said not to speak good or evil." 
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(2) ;»jn (30:2): cf. Num. 22:16; 24:11. (9) p'mn overtake (31:23): very rare. 

(3) owbm bmr\ (81:3,5): cf. Ex. 4:10; 5:7,8, (10)' B^OJ let, permit (31:28): nowhere else in 
14; 21:29,36; Jos. 3:4; 20:5. Also in Dt. twice, this sense. 

(4) hr>Tl (31 : 7) : cf . Ex. 8 : 29. (11) SoDH (31 : 29): nowhere else in Hex., and 

(5) ni'tftrou>(31:51): ef.Ex.lo:4;19:13twice; rare. 

Num. 21 : 30. (12) T 4- Sx (31 : 29) : rare. 

(6) pn(33:5,U):cf.43:29;Ex.33:19twice,etc. (13) cpjj (31:30twice): poetic. 

3) Bare and Poetic Words. (14) 13 cushion (31:34).* 

(1) rrWJOD (28:11,18): nowhere else in Hex., (15) tPSn (31:35): cf. 44:12. Poetic, 
and rare outside. d 6 ) P^T pursue ardently (31 : 36).t 

(2) aht? (28:12).* (17) Sim (31:38; 32:15): poetic. 

(3) mitTO (29:15; 31: 7,41): rare. (18) a -jp (3i : 40): nowhere else in Hex., and 

(4) riB") deceive (29:25): nowhere else in Hex. poe tj c 

and poetic. (19) n (gl:<0) . now i, ere elge in h^ and 

(5) -.31 (30: 20 twice).* I 

(6) 721 (30:20).* „ „ 

(20) D3K (32: 25,26): a. ley. as a verb. 

(7) D'JD (31:7,41): only here. ' " T 

(8) D'SID (31:19,34,a5): nowhere else in Hex., 
and rare outside. 

4. STYLE.* 

Here may be added some of E's special characteristics, as seen, e. g., in 

1) His use of dreams as a mode of God's revelation : (1) 28:12 ; (2) 31:10,11 ; 
(3) 31:24. 

2) The frequency of the appearance of angels to men: (1) 28:12; (2) 31:11 ; (3) 
32:2 ; (4) 32:25sq. 

3) The mention of strange gods in patriarchal households, 31:19,24. 

5. MATERIAL. 

Though in this section J and E are interwoven, we note the following : 

1) Duplicates. (1) Jacob's vision in Bethel [E = 28:12; J = 28:13-15] ; (2) 
v. 17 [= E] is parallel to v. 16 [= J], and is a clumsy addition which one writer 
would not make; (3) 31:51-53 is an inexplicable repetition of 31:48-50; (4) v. 24, 
in ch. 32, is unnecessary, to say the least, after v. 23 ; (5) both tell of some 
arrangements between Jacob and Laban about wages [J = 30:31-34 ; E = 31:7,8] ; 
(6) there is some dissatisfaction with Jacob's gain [J = 31:1; E = 31:2,5]; (7) 
both relate an attempt on Jacob's part to reconcile Esau [J = 32:4-6 ; E = 32:14b- 
21]. 

2) Differences. (1) E, as usual, calls the vision a dream; J, while represent- 
ing it in the night and in sleep (v. 16), speaks of it as a real theophany. (2) In 
E the principal feature is the angels, ascending and descending; in J it is 
Yahweh's promise. (3) The Ephraimite, naturally enough, makes the most of 
Jacob's consecrating Bethel, and regarding it as God's house (vs. 17,22) ; J, on the 



* "Airaf Xey6fievov. 

f "A?r. ?.ey. in this sense. 

* Cf. also Style under J., pp. 278-280. 
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other hand, represents the patriarch as almost surprised (note 't^it m v - 16) to 
find Yahweh in that place, and so he simply names it Beth-el. (4) According to 
J, Jacob asks for the " spotted and dotted, etc." at one time, and Laban freely 
grants it [30:31-34] ; according to E, Laban offers one after the other to get the 
better of Jacob [31:7,8]. (5) J consistently makes Laban's sons murmur against 
Jacob [31:1] ; but E makes Laban himself act meanly [31:2,5,43]. (6) According 
to J, Esau answers Jacob's messengers with an army; from E it would appear 
that he (= Esau) came for the purpose of reconciliation as requested by Jacob [cf . 
32:7 and 33:1-3 (= J) with 33:4 (= E)]. (7) To all these must be added the differ- 
ence in the name of the Deity. 

3) Inconsistencies. Jacob's extraordinary anxiety about the encounter with 
Esau as depicted by J [32:8-13], is incompatible with E's account of his power 
and courage in combating a heavenly being [32:25-29]. True, Esau came with 
400 men, but Jacob also had numerous slaves [3Q:43], and had people enough for 
two camps [32:8]. Besides, if naturally heroic, instead of dividing his forces that 
some might escape, he would have concentrated them that he might resist.* 

4) Omissions. That there are such is evident. They can be classified as fol- 
lows : (1) Such statements of fact as (a) Jacob's marriage; (b) the birth of his chil- 
dren ; (c) motive and mode of Jacob's flight,— all these are, strictly speaking, told 
but once. But we must remember (a) that both prophets are very likely in such 
matters to agree, at least substantially, and (b) that R could not fail to see the 
identity of such stories (the case being quite different with the stories concerning 
Sarah and Bebekah, as sisters), and so he joined them together ; leaving, how- 
ever, the variations in a rather unsatisfactory form. This will also account for 
(2) the omission of connecting words and phrases which the analysis naturally 
brings to light. 

5) Bemarks. (1) The individual variations of critics, touching this section, 
many and arbitrary as they may be, are due to special considerations. They are 
unanimous as to the existence of an analysis. (2) This section, it is universally 
admitted, is very unsatisfactory : (a) the duplicates and differences relate wholly 
to details, not to general narratives; while (b) the omissions are many and 
important. (3) If it were necessary to rely wholly on this section, no critic would 
claim an analysis. But when (a) the preceding material, (b) the material which 
follows, and (e) the legal argument (not touched upon as yet, but to be discussed 
later on) show the existence of an analysis, the facts enumerated above con- 
cerning this material fall into line without difficulty. (4) Whatever difficulty 
may attend the separation of J and E, the writer P, as opposed to both of them, 
is always distinct and decisive. 



* The massacre of Shechem [oh. 34 = J] is in full accord with J's presentation here : Jacob's 
family do not dare an open fight, but entrap the simple natives by a device (34:13); moreover, 
when Simeon and Levi accomplish the slaughter, Jacob is afraid lest surrounding tribes attack 
and destroy him. 
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6. theology. 

For special presentations of E, see " Style," p. 283. 

Remark. The argument from " Theology " has been referred to under J's 
matter, p. 280. 

XIII. The Analysis of Gen. 33:18-37:1. 

[Subjects: (1) Jacob's arrival in Shechem; (2) Dinah outraged and avenged; 
(3) Jacob revisits Bethel ; (4) God's covenant with Jacob ; (5) Kachel's death and 
Benjamin's birth ; (6) the tokdoth of Esau.] 

A. Element of P. 

1. VEESES ASSIGNED. 

33:18* [Del., gives 19 to P ; K. and S., 18b = E] ; 34:la,2a, 4,6,8-10,15-17,20- 
24.... (13sq., 18,25,27-29, and NOD in v. 5 = B) [So Kitt., Well., la,2,4-6,7*,8- 
10,13-18,20-24,27-29 = X ; Del. gives the same to B ; Kuen., 1 and 2 in part, 4-6, 
8-10,13 and 14 in part, 15-17,20-24,25 partly, 27-29 = B ; K. and S., like Dill., but 
adding fftfttn J"IK 3HN*1 in v. 3, and vs. 13,14,18,25 in part] ; 35:6a,9-15 
(except -])y in 9 =B), 16 partly, 19 in part, 22b (beginning VfTl)— 29 [all critics 
deny anything of 16,19 to P, and all but K. and S., anything in 6 also; otherwise 
all like Dill. ; K, and S. give 14 to B, and 13b = gloss] ; 36:2a,5b,6-8 (l,2b-5a = 
B, based on J(?) and P 2 ) [Bud., 1-5 = B based on P 2 ; so K. and S.; Well., 1-5 = 
unknown source; Kuen., P 2 was superseded perhaps by 1-5,9-19; Del., 1=P 2 , 
2-5 = B . Otherwise, all like Dill.] ; 37 :1 [so all] . 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

ci And Jacob, on his way from Paddan-aram, stops at Shechem. Dinah is 
seen by Shechem, the son of Hamor, the prince of the land; and he asks his 
father to get her for him as a wife. Hamor accordingly makes a proposition of 
intermarriage and commerce to Jacob's family. It is accepted on condition that 
the prince and his subjects be circumcised, which is complied with.* Then Jacob 
goes to Luz in Canaan, where God appears to him, changes his name to Israel, 
and renews his promise of numerous descendants ; (and Jacob raises a pillar and 
pours libations upon it(?))f, naming it Beth-el. As they proceed further, Bachel 
dies on the road." Then comes an enumeration of Jacob's twelve sons. " He 
arrives home. Then Isaac dies and is buried by Esau and Jacob. Esau, whose 
genealogy is here formally given, goes to Seir, because the land is not enough 
for him and his brother, while Jacob remains in Canaan, his father's dwelling- 
place." 



* "What became of Dinah?" tho interested reader will ask. But that is beyond P's scope. 
Circumcision is all he wished to emphasize. It must be further remembered that, outside of 
this chapter, we know nothing- about Jacob's daughter. 

t A pillar and libations are hardly consistent with P; but of. Dill., Oen., 5th ed., pp. 371-372. 
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3. LANGUAGE. 



l) Old Words. (13) "pntt 1>'">r (35:12). 

(I) WJ Y-m (33:18; 35:6; M:6;H:1). a *> ^ V (S4: ">- 

(2, LlK HA (33 = 18; 35:9,26). (15) "™ C34: 15,17,22 twice, 24). 

(3) 131 S3 (34:15,22,24). 3 > New Words. 

(4) DTlSx (35:9,10,11,13,15). There are none that are characteristic of P. 

(5) }}2"\H JVIp (35 : 27). It is worthy of note that this writer has already 

(6) »u (35:29). practically exhausted his historic vocabulary. 

(7) VDJ? Sr *10Kn (35: 29). The chapter contains one very rare word, nix 

(8) nnSfl nSKl (36 : 1,9). (34 : 15,22,23), found outside of this chapter only 

(9) CB3 slave (3fi : 6). in 2 Kgs. 12:9; and a few others that are rather 

(10) BO"l (verb and noun) (36: 6,7). prophetic, as pBTI (34: 8)*, and ohv (33 :18; 34: 

(II) n» Ss (35:11). 21), and D'T mm (34:21). Is it due to the in- 
(12) H311 ma (35:11). fluenceofR? 

4. STYLE. 

It is— 1) Exact,, explicit. (1) " Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan," 33:18; 
(2) Jacob arrives in Shechem " when he came from Paddan-aram," 33:18 (we were 
just told of Jacob's departure for home, 31:18); (3) "Dinah, Leah's daughter, 
which she bare to Jacob," 34:1 (did Leah have any other husband?); (4) Jacob 
comes to Luz " which is in the land of Canaan," 35:6 (was there another Luz ? or 
could Jacob come to it on his way to his father ? This is simply legal precision) ; 
(5) "God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram," 35:9; (6) 
" These are the sons of Jacob which were born to him in Paddan-aram," 35:26 ; 

(7) " Kiryath-arba, that is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned," 35:27 ; 

(8) to guard us against making a mistake in counting Jacob's sons, we are told 
that they were twelve, 35:22b; (9) note also Isaac's age, 180 years, 35:28. 

2) Stereotyped. (1) Most of the above examples, from a different point of view, 
illustrate also this feature. But add to them (2) "Of ^ ^IDfl 34:15,22,24 ; (3) 
JTn^fi rfWl [ninth in the series] 36:1,9 ; (4) the account of Isaac's death, " He 
gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people," 35:29 [cf. 25:8,17]. 

3) Verbose and repetitious. (1) Some of the above, both under 1) and 2), illus- 
trate this. But further (2) "the father of Shechem," in 34:6 is superfluous; (3) 
v. 9b adds nothing to 9a; i. e., seven words out of nine can be left out; (4) 35:13b is 
unnecessary in itself; (5) yet it is repeated in 14 and 15; (6) 35:26b adds nothing 
to 22b, which is in itself unnecessary ; (7) only the first clause {five words out of 
fifteen) is required ; (8) vs. 6 and 7 of 36 need only be read to show clearly their 
very full and repetitious character. 

5. MATERIAL. 

1) BemarTcs. (1) We have here one anomaly, and according to Dill., even 
two : (a) The introduction of the story about Dinah. But is it only a story about 
Dinah ? Its real purpose is to show how firmly rooted the rite of circumcision has 



* Bill, calls it characteristic of P. 
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become and how repugnant intermarriage with the Gentiles is in the hearts and 
minds of Jacob's family. Just like ch. 23 it has a legal purpose, (b) The pillar 
and sacrifice by a patriarch, which is a theological incongruity for P, therefore 
most critics assign it to R ; but Dill, explains it as a fact so firm in the tradition 
that even P was compelled to insert it. (2) P's material, though slightly altered 
by R, is still— as shown above by " language " and " style "—quite distinguish- 
able ; and, generally speaking, it accords well with his purpose. (3) The dupli- 
cates are quite full, only one important missing link occurring in ch. 34, where the 
circumcision scheme has to be supplied in J from P's account. But it is no more 
than natural that, having given it so fully in P, E, in combining the two stories, 
omitted one account. (4) As usual, R, in reconciling different versions of the 
same event, and blending them into one, leaves behind him traces of his work. 

2) Duplicates and differences. Ch. 34 discloses, not only by its language and 
style, but also by the material itself, that it is a combination; e. g., (1) v. 6, 
Hamor coming to talk to Jacob is hardly in keeping with v. 5, Jacob's knowledge 
of the outrage ; (2) nor does it go with v. 8, where Hamor speaks with them (not 
Jacob) ; (3) v. 7 does not fit in ; if it were in its proper place, it would have some 
introductory clause, as DH31D DTIJ? [cf. 27 :5a,30 (second clause); 29:9; 24:15a, 
etc] ; (4) vs. 8-10 have one proposition ; (a) made by Hamor, (b) with no offer for 
any insult inflicted, (c) referring to intermarriage and commerce ; while (5) vs. 
11,12 have quite another proposition; here (a) Shechem speaks, (b) he asks for a 
favor, willing to give any dowry or gift OfJIQ , cf. Ex. 22:15,16), (c) he wants 
Dinah, without any reference to future alliances ; (6) it is impossible that the 
writer of ch. 17, who made circumcision the holiest institution of pre-Mosaic 
times, should make the patriarch himself use it here for such an immoral purpose; 
hence, v. 13 cannot be from the same pen with vs. 14-17 ; (7) after v. 25b, 26a is 
meaningless ; for surely, if they slew every male, they killed the offender and his 
father ; and (8) strangely enough, when we put these opposing parts together, we 
get two different presentations, each throughout consistent with P and J respect- 
ively : P does not know about difficulties in patriarchal affairs, and holds circum- 
cision in great sacredness ; while J knows little or nothing about circumcision 
as a rite, and is full of romantic adventures in the lives of the patriarchs. Still 
further, (9) 35:9-15 (except 14?) is but a different presentation of 32:25-28 + 28: 
11-19 ; in other words, the story here is based on three different traditions : (a) 
E's strange incident which ended in Jacob's receiving the name Israel ; (b) J's 
renewal of God's promise to Jacob ; (c) the theophany at Luz which gave it the 
name of Beth-el, from JE ; but (10) note that the narrative here is very different 
in its details ; since (a) it all happens on Jacob's return from Paddan-aram ; (b) 
there are no angels, either to dream of or to fight with ; (c) no significance is 
attached to the new name of Jacob ; (d) the promise here is almost copied from 
ch. 17, while that of 28:13,14 resembles closely 13:14,15. (11) The story here 
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certainly does not presuppose the former stories, (a) Did Jacob name Bethel 
twice ? (b) did God change Jacob's name twice ? What necessity for such action ? 
How is it that they do not refer, at least, to the first occasions V 

3) Ill-fitting juxtapositions : (1) We have pointed out some of these in ch. 34, 
where the verses do not follow consecutively. But (2) ch. 35 is by far more 
remarkable in this respect: (a) if all of ch. 35 is from one writer (whether Moses 
or some one else), the theophany of vs. 9-15 is a mere continuation of vs. 1-7 ; 
then v. 8 becomes out of place* while vs. 14,15 become a mere repetition of v. 7. 
(3) Could there be anything more strange than to place vs. 22b-26 after 22a ? (4) 
In the case of ch. 36, the disorderly arrangement of material is very conspicuous : 
(a) vs. 2,3 enumerate three wives, thus, Adah, Aholibamah and Basemath, the order 
(though not the names) corresponding with 26:34 and 28:9, Ishmael's daughter 
being the last. But in v. 10, the sons of Adah and Basemath are confusedly con- 
sidered together, while Aholibamah's offspring come only in v. 14 ; and this new 
order is persisted in through vs. 15-19 ; (b) v. 8b is as harsh a repetition of v. 1 
as could be inserted in this place ; (c) v. 10b is an inconvenient combination ; 
we should expect the last clause to come after the first clause of v. 13 ; (d) vs. 15- 
18 are evidently a confused (see below under inconsistencies) repetition of 11-14, 
adding nothing but SVfoit to each name ; but in former genealogies (cf . ch. 10) it 
is assumed that each name is the head-of-family, without going over the ground ; 

(e) vs. 40-43 should most naturally come after v. 30, while 31-39, the successions 
of kings, should come last of all, since it reaches down to a later date historically ; 

(f) what is to be said of the presence of vs. 31-39 themselves? Could Moses 
possibly have written them ? Does not v. 31 clearly show that it was written at 
least after the time of Saul or David ? 

4) Inconsistencies. (1) 35:10 declares Jacob's new name to have been given 
him in Bethel; 32:28, at Peniel. (2) Jacob names Bethel, according to 35:15 when 
coming from Mesopotamia; according to 28:19 — when going to it. (3) According 
to 35:23-26, Benjamin (like all the other children) was born in Paddan-aram; 
according to 35:16-18, his birth took place on the way near Ephrath. (4) 35:27-29 
makes Isaac still alive on Jacob's return from Mesopotamia; while 27:1,2,4,7,10 
emphasizes his being on his death-bed when Jacob left home, at least twenty- 
five years earlier, t (5) But Isaac's age is troublesome in another direction; 
viz., Isaac was sixty, when the twins were born (25:26) ; he was then scarcely over 
100 when Esau married (26:34); but this marriage, according to 26:35,27:46, 
and 28:1-9, was the occasion in connection with which Jacob left home. But 



* The Massorites felt it, and put a nninS after it. 

+ The calculation is a simple one: seven years service, before marrying Leah (29:20-25); 
Leah gives birth to six sons and one daughter before Joseph's birth (29:31-30:22) which would 
at least require ten years; hence at Joseph's birth, Jacob was at least eighteen years away from 
home. On leaving Laban, moreover, S1A1 tells us, he wastt»e7jtj/ years with Laban. When 
meeting Esau, Joseph is old enough to understand the situation (he bows to Esau), in fact going 
before Hachel, being at least ten years old. 
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Isaac lived ISO (35:28). In other words, (a) Isaac was but past middle life when 
Jacob left ; why, then, consider him near death ? (b) Jacob was away from home, 
according to these figures, about SO years ; but where was he for sixty years, after 
leaving Laban ? and how could Joseph be but seventeen years (37:2a) after 
Isaac's death, if born while Jacob was still with Laban ? P's figures do not seem 
to go with the prophetic stories. (6) How many wives did Esau have, and what 
were their names ? [26:34 and 28:9, cf . 36:1-2, etc.] (7) According to 36:6-8, the 
separation of Esau and Jacob takes place as follows : after Isaac's death ; for lack 
of room ; Esau leaving Jacob to go to Seir; but according to 27:41-44, it is before 
Isaac's death ; because of Esau's hatred, or Jacob's deceit ; Jacob departing 
from Esau to go to Haran. (8) 32:4 says that Esau was already in Seir before 
Jacob reached home; but 36:8 locates him in Seir only after Isaac's death, i. e., 
after Jacob's return home. Can these difficulties be more easily explained, upon 
the supposition of a single writer, than of at least two ? 

6. THEOLOGY. 

1) P relates the transaction at Shechem only (1) to glorify circumcision, show- 
ing how firmly Jacob's family insisted upon it ; (2) to exemplify the aversion of 
the patriarch for intermarriage with Canaanites (in the broad sense). 

2) God's appearance to Jacob is, as usual, formal and distant. 

3) 35:13-14 are probably R's attempt to harmonize (?) P with JE, or (with 
Dill.) they are the only exception to the absence of sacrifice in pre-Mosaic times. 

B. Element of J. 

1. VEESES ASSIGNED. 

33:18b ; (18a == P 2 ) [no other critic gives it to J. K. and S. = E ; Well, 19*= 
J] ; 34:2b,3,5,7,ll-13,19,25*,26,30sq. (la,2a,4,6,8-10,15,(14)-17,20-24 = P 2 ) [Well., 
Kuen., 3,7 in part,llsq.,19,25sq.,30sq. (as to the rest of the chapter, Well, knows 
nothing except that it is not P 2 ; Kuen. gives quite a portion to E, see Hebeaica, 
July, '88, p. 238, note 101) ; Del., like Dill., except 13 = E (27,29 = E, rest of the 
chapter = P 2 ); Kitt., like Dill., adding lb,14; K. and S., lb,2b,3 (except 2?Wl 
,*7")J^,"7 flK) > 5,7,llsq.,19, a few words in 25,26 (except first two words), 30sq.j ; 
35:21(V) (21(?),22a = R) [Well., no /in 35 ; Kuen ., 22a(?) ; 21sq. = R ; Del., 16-20 , 
21sq. = R; Kitt., 21sq. ; K. and S., 16-22 = JE]; 36:2sq.,10,13,16-18,20-28(?) 
(these parts of 36 removed by R from before 32:4 ; l,2a(?) and other portions of 
36 = R) [Well, 31-39 = J or E, the rest of the chapter = R, except 6-8,40-43 = 
P 2 ; Kuen., greater portion of 36 doubtful; Del., 2-5 = R; Kitt., basis of lsqq. 
possibly = J ; K. and S., 31-39 = JE, the rest (outside of P portions) = R]. 

2. synopsis. 

" And he [= Shechem*] takes her [= Dinah*] and outrages her, loving 

her passionately. Jacob hears of the insult, but waits till his sons return from 



* This must be supplied from other material. 
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the field. They receive the horrible tidings with mingled sorrow and anger, and 
when Shechem proposes to do whatever they will ask of him, if only they will let 
him have their sister, they demand of him deceitfully [that he and all the people 
be circumcised*]. He complies with all haste. Then Simeon and Levi fall upon 
the helpless city, slay all males in it, and rescue Dinah. Jacob fears a general 
uprise of the surrounding tribes ; but his brave boys reply, ' Shall he then treat 
our sister as a harlot ?' " Then comes an account of Esau's wives and descend- 
ants, the enumeration of which may here be omitted. 

3. THE LANGUAGE OF J. 

1) Old Wobds. 2) New Words. 

(1) ...3 pn (34:3): of. 2:24. (1) 21n , 3 l, (3 4 :26) . cf . Ex . 17:13 . Num . n , 

(2) rUpD (34 : 5) : but also 36 : 6,7 = P. 24, and multa in Josh. 

(3) mn (34:7). (2) "triD (34:12): cf. Ex. 22:16. Rare. 

(4) X i (34 : 8 ?) : the verse is assigned to P. . 

(5) jn XXD (34:11). 3) « A jraf \iy6fitvov. 

(6) "?nS (35:21). , , 

(1) T> 7P IT! (34:3): nowhere else in Hex. 

" ( - ' Butcf.Is. 40:2; Hos. 2:16. 

(8) HD1D3 (34:13): rare. 

(9) -)nX(verb)(34:19). 

4. STYLE. 

[As usual, JE are considered together, as far as they agree.] 

1) Stories. (1) The adventure at Shechem [P's account can scarcely be called 
a story] ; (2) Deborah's death (35:8 = E ?) ; (3) Rachel's sad death (= E) ; (4) 
Eeuben's sin (35:22). 

2) Human nature depicted. (1) Jacob keeps quiet till his sons return (34:5) ; 
(2) the brothers hear of their sister's shame with mingled feelings of sorrow and 
rage (34:7) ; (3) the craftiness of Jacob and his sons (34:13) ; (4) the haste of the 
lover's compliance (34:19); (5) ruthless revenge (34:25,26); (6) the manly reply 
of the young men (34:31). 

3) Puns. (1) rVD3 \t>H (=oak of weeping) 35:8 ; (2) ♦Jltf-p 35:18. 
[Both = E.l 

5. MATERIAL. 

See under P and under E. 

6. THEOLOGY. 

There is nothing special in J [cf. E]. 

C. Element of E. 
1. VEESES ASSIGNED. 

33:19sq* [Well., 18* ,20; 19*= J ; Kuen., 18 partly, 19,20; Del., 20 (18sq. = 
P2); Kitt., 19sq., in part; K. and S., 18b-20]; 35:l-4,6b-8,16-19a,20 (6a = P2; 
^K i"V3 Kin m 6, and Qti? J"l*3 H)T\ in Wb, and vs. 21,22a = E) [Well., 1-8 
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(v. 2*),16-20 (except 19b,21,22a = E ?); Kuen., 1-8 (except 5 = E), 16,20 ; Del., 34: 
13,27-29 ; 85:1-8,16-20 = J ; 21sq. ? ; Kitt., 1,3,7 (2 and 4 = E or E from P2), 16- 
20 ; K. and S., like Dill., except 16-22a = JE]. 

2. SYNOPSIS. 

" Jacob purchases some land from Hamor, Shechem's father, where he 
pitches his tent and builds an altar. God bids him re-visit Bethel and worship 
Him there. Then Jacob orders his family to put away the strange gods which 
they have, and prepare themselves for the service of his God. They give him the 
idols and everything pertaining to their worship, and he buries all under an oak 
near by. He [goes*] with his entire household, and builds an altar in Bethel. 
Deborah, Eebekah's nurse, dies, and is buried in Allon-bachuth. On their way 
from Bethel to Ephrath, Eachel gives birth to Benjamin, and dies. Jacob raises 
a monument over her grave." 

3. LANGUAGE. 
1) Old Words. (3) DOT (verb) (35:16,17): of. 49:7; Ex. 7:3; 

(1) SnX (33 : 19). 13 : 15. Many times also in Dt. 

(2) rUTD (33:20; 35:1,3,7). 



(3) D'nSs (35:1,5(?),7). 



3) Rare Words. 

(1) mtyn npSn (33 : 19) : nowhere else in Hex . 
2) New Words. (3) p 8 nn33 (35:16): ef. 18:7. Outside of 

(1) JDB (35:4): of. 43:23; Ex. 2:12; Jos. 2:6; Hex. only in 2 Kgs. 5 : 19. 
7:22. (3) HB^p (33:19). 

4. STYLE (see under J). 
5. MATERIAL. 

1) As contrasted with P, see pp. 287-288. 

2) As compared with J, the following remarks will suffice : (1) the two writers 
do not come in contact or in conflict as far as this section is concerned ; for J tells 
about Shechem ; E, about the other incidents of the journey. (2) Each prophet is 
consistent with himself : (a) ch. 34 shows Jacob's timid nature as presented by 
J in 32:4-13 and 33:1-15; (b) on the other hand, 35:1-7, Jacob's second visit to 
Bethel, accords with the vow he made in 28:20-22. 

6. THEOLGY OF E. 

1) He uses the plural verb with D'il^X i 35:7. 

2) Tells of strange gods in Jacob's house, 35:2,4. 

3) Mentions altars among patriarchs, 33:20 ; 35:1,7. 

4) Worship at Bethel is emphasized by Jacob's second visit, 35:1-7. 



N. B. — The paper to be published in the October Hebraica, will continue 
from this point in Genesis through the historical part of Exodus. 



* This must be supplied from v. 5a. 



